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Import of Trawlers

7911. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL
REDDY: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have de-
cided to import trawlers despite the
willingness of the Defence Public
Sector shipyard to manufacture it
locally; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) and
(b). In view of the urgency to ex-
ploit fishery resources in the exclu-
sive Economic Zone 'Of 200 miles and
to prevent other countries from ex-
ploiting our resources the Govern-
ment had decided in january, 1977,
to introduce 140 additional fishing
vessels by import, charter, joint
venture and indigenous construction,
In an inter-Ministrial meeting having
representatives of Departments of
Defence Production, Economic Affairs,
Heavy Industry and Ministry of
Shipping & Transport, 40 vessels
were considered for indigenous con-
struction OUt o"f which 30 were to be
ordered hy the parties who were at-
lOWedto import Mexican trawlers in
fulfilment of their commitment
under the scheme. The decision to
import fishing vessels has been taken
in consultation with concerned
Departments keeping in view the
urgency of the situation, immediate

possibilities -of indigenous construction
and other connected matters.
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