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Points discussed with Prime Minister 
o f U.K.

454. SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: 
SHRI YASHWANT BOROLE. 
SHRI M. RAM  GOPAL REDDY;

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the main points discussed by 
the Prime Minister of India with the 
Prime Minister of UK while the latter 
visited India recently;

(b ) the assessment regarding the 
result o f this visit and also the dis
cussion held with him;

(c) whether it is a fact that India 
and UK could not agree on questions 
in relation to nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes; and

(d) if so, details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ
PAYEE): (a) During the visit o f the 
British Prime Minister to India, the 
talks covered various international is
sues, including the situation in Africa 
and West Asia and the North-South 

Dialogue. Bilateral issues pertaining 
to trade, persons o f Indian origin in-
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the UK and economic cooperation were 
also touched upon.

ib ) The visit succeeded in achiev
ing its main objective which was to 
strengthen the friendly relations bet
ween the UK and India.

(c ) and (d ). The Prime Minister ex
plained Government of India’s stand 
on various (aspects o f the peaceful 
uses o f nuclear energy. This was un
derstood by the British Prime Minister.

Points discussed with Shah of Iran

455. SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL A F 
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a ) the main points discussed by 
the Prime Minister with Shah of 
Iran when he visited India recently; 
and

(b ) the assessment regarding the 
result of this visit and also the dis
cussion held with Shah of Iran?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI A T A L  BIHARI VAJ
PAYEE): (a) Prime Minister held 
detailed discussions with the Shahan
shah o f Iran during his visit to India 
on important international issues and 
matters o f regional significance. They 
also decided to explore further possi
bilities of expanding bilateral coopera
tion between them.

(b ) The visit resulted in forging 
closer bonds between India and Iran 
and in widening the Held of coopera
tion between the two countries, both 
bilaterally and through joint ventures 
in other countries. The Shahanshah 
of Iran offered to make available addi
tional crude oil supplies on credit basis 
to participate in or finance approved 

. project such as Alumina project for 
the Eastern Coast deposits o f bauxite. 
Paper and Pulp Factory for Tripura 
and the Second Stage of Rajasthan 

\ Canal. It was also decided to consti-
* tute a Sub-Joint Committee on Petro
chem icals for pursuing possibilities of

bilateral cooperation in that field. In 
the cultural field, it was decided to 
establish two chairs, one at Tehran 
and the other in Delhi to promote 
research and study o f the history of 
India-Iran relations. The Government 
of India have decided to assist in the 
organisation o f an exhibition of India 
art and culture in Iran in 1980.

Steel production hampered during the 
current year

456. SHRI AHMED M. PATEL: Will 
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES 
be pleased to state;

(a) whether it is a fact that steel 
production has been hampered during 
the current year;

(b ) if so, what are the main rea
sons;

(c) the steps taken by Government 
to rectify these faults; and

(d) the steps taken by Government 
to increase its production?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a) Yes, Sir. 
Although the aggregate production of 
saleable steel from the integrated steel 
plants during the period. April 1977— 
January 1978, exceeded the production 
in the corresponding period in 1976-77 
by 1.2 per cent, it fell short of the 
target by 5.9 per cent.

(b ) and (c ). Production has been 
affected adversely on account of such 
factors as frequent restrictions/inter
ruptions in the supply of power, parti
cularly at Bokaro and Durgapur Steel 
Plants and at IISCO; inadequate sup
plies o f coking coal in terms of quantity 
and quality; strike at Dugda and 
Bhojudih Coal Washeries in October, 
1977 and indifferent industrial relations 
situation in some of the plants, parti
cularly at IISCO.

Constant liaison is being maintained 
with the Rfinistry o f Energy, D.V.C- 
and the coal supplying agencies so as




