
ment for coal mining operations and 
to increase production;

(b) if so, from which country, at 
what cost and to what extent the 
equipment would make the mining 
process easier and safer; and

(c) the financial implications there
of?

THE MINSTER OF ENERGY (SHRI 
P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a) to (c).
Purchase of equipment for replacement 
of existing equipment or for new coal 
projects is made each year according 
to the requirements. The expendi
ture on such purchases depends upon 
the quantity of equipment required 
and its market price. The decision to 
import the equipment and the country 
of import is decided only when equip
ment is not available ir. the country. 
Some of the equipment is directly re
lated to increasing the level of safety 
in mines and enabling easier extrac
tion of coal.

Expenditure on the visits to European 
countries by G. M. of H.M.T.

4043. SHRI G. M. BAN AT WALLA: 
SHRI SHYAM SUNDER 

GUPTA:
SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH 

MALIK:

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state;

(a) whether a delegation headed 
by the General Manager, Hindustan 
Machine Tools Limited recently visit
ed some European countries;

(b) if so, the names of the count
ries visited by the delegation;

(c) the purpose of the visit and 
financial implications thereof; and

(d) the results achieved?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (KUMARI 
ABHA MAITI): (aV Yes, Sir. The 
delegation was organised by the Indian 
Engineering Export Promotion Council
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at the invitation of the European Eco" 
nomic Community Commission.

(b). The delegation visited Belgium, 
West Germany, Denmark, France and 
U.K.

(c) The purpose of the visit was 
mainly to

(i) establish and strengthen con* 
tacts with trade and industry tor 
furthering export of engineering 
goods from India to E.E.C. countries;

(ii) explore the possibilities of Sub. 
contracting in the form of supply of 
components and other Sub-contract
ing work in third countries.

The entire expenditure of the dele* 
gation was bome by the E.E.C. Com
mission;

(d) Orders for machine tools worth 
Rs. 1 crore were booked and several 
enquiries for further exports of en
gineering goods were received.
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