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Problems of Jute Industries

269. SHRI UGRASEN: Will the Min-
ister of INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that he had
recently discussed problems of jute
industry and adequate supplies of raw
jute to mills throughout the year so
that the interests of both industry and
workers are protected; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (KUMARI
ABHA MAITI): (a) and (b). Minister
of Industry visited Calcutta on 12th
January, 1978 and held a series of
meetings regarding the problems faced
by the jute industry with the represen-
tatives of the Govermment of West
Bengal, jute industry, trade unions, etc.
In these meetings mainly the following
issues were discussed:—

1. Availability of raw jute in the
short-term and measures required for
unearthing the hoarded stocks.

2. Suggestion of jute industry to
introduce production cut in jute in-
dustry, and its impact on labour,

3. The role of Jute Corporation of
India for ensuring a remunerative
return to growers as well as adequate
supplies of raw jute to mills at
economic prices.

Transport gacilities in Ladakh

270. SHRIMATI PARVATI DEVI:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to siate: The
steps Government propose to take to
improve the means of road rransport
in L.adakh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI
CHAND RAM): Out of 1103 Kms of
roads planned to be flnanced by the
Central Government 1050 Kms have
been constructed so far. The State
Govt. is also developing roads as part
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of State Plans and is reported to have
spent Rs. 128.36 lakhs during 1976-77
and 1977-78.

As for Road Transport, the State
Govt. are reported to have taken a
number of measures including issue of
stage carriage permits to Ladakhis for
operation within Ladakh: issue of
licences for 18 public carriers and 40
jeep taxis to ply as private carriers,
maintenance of 12 buses by State Road
Transport Corporation for passenger
itransport in Ladakh and grant of per-
mits for 43 jeep taxis for plying bet-
ween Srinagar and Leh.

Promotion of Industries in J. & K.

271. SHRIMATI PARVATI DEVI:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state what steps have been
taken for the promotion and develop-
ment of industries in Jammu and Kash-
mir State under the Rural Industrial
Project Programme sponsored by the
Central Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (KUMARI
ABHA MAITI): Under the Rural In-
dustiries Projects Programme sponsored
by the Central Government 4 districts
of J & K viz., Anantnag, Baramulla,
Doda and Kathua have been covered
so far. Under this scheme Central
assistance is given to the State Govern-
ment for meeting the full expenditure
on the eslablishment of the project and
for organising promotional schemes like
Training Programmes and Common
Facilities Services Centres. Assistance
by way of loan is also provided to the
State Government for re-advancing the
same at a very low rate of interest tc
the entrepreneurs for starting indus-
tries in the Project Areas.
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