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for enrolment of new customers lor 
iomestic gas. It is not possible at this 
stage to indicate the State-wise break- 
up of the connections to be released 
during 1978-79.

(c) The availability of LPG is ex
pected to increase considerably from 
about 1980 onwards and giving connec
tions to persons now registered may 
start on a significant scale only from 
then.
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(c) whether it is also a fact that
products like' furnace oil and light
diesel oil needed for the industry have
been in short supply which has re-
sumed in heavy lossa, to industrial
production;

(d) whether it is also a fact that the
railway officials have denied any
sluggish movement of the wagons in
the northern sector but have admitted
that due to the shortage of oil there
was not much loading; and

(e) if so, the reaction of Government
and steps being taken to improve the
availability of petroleum products in
the country?

THE M!NISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BA'IQIGUNA) :
(a) to (e). Some difficultie~: ~~r~ en-
countered during November-rrscember,
1977 on account of inadequate, move-
ment of petroleum products due to
problems of tank wagon availability,
coupled with product shortages in
some feeding locations. This led to
depletiop; of depot stocks, causing prob,
lems of availability of petroleum pro-
ducts in certain locations. The overall
-tank wagon movement of petroleum
products registered a significant im-
provement from January 1978, and
movement of tank wagons in February
cannot be considered sluggish. Though
there have been some temporary prob-
lems of availability for short durations
it is not true that there has been gene-
ral scarcity of petroleum products lead-
ing to heavy losses in industrial pro;
duction. With the improvement in
tank wagon movement, stocks of pet-
roleum products have generally regis-
tered improvements in depot locations.
Railways do not anticipate any difficul-
ties in ensuring product loading at
slated levels. Various steps such as
daily monitoring of movement of rail
wagons, round-the-clock loading at the
refineries as also at the major loading
installations, rationalisation of pattern
of movement and extensive' road
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Scarcity of Petroleum Products

3853. SHRI PRASANNBHAI
MEHTA:

SHRI R!\MDAS SINGH:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI_
ZERS be pleased to state:

(a)/whether it is a fact that due to
sluggish tank movement there has been
a general scarcity of petroleum pro-,
ducts all over the country in the,
month of February, 1978;

(b) if so the main reasons for, the
same;
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