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Unutilised Railway Material

3761. SHRI MOHAN LAL PIPIL: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to stale:

(a) whether it is a fact that large 
quantities of railway-tracks, rails, 
sleepers and other railway material 
have been lying unutilised in the 
various railway zones for the last 
several years;

(b) whether any assessment has 
been made regarding the total esti
mated value to these articles, if so, 
the estimated value therof;
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(c) whether there is any proposal 
to utilise or dispose of these articles; 
and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a) No;
Some stocks of new and second-hand 
permanent way materials such as, 
rails a n d  metal sleepers are essen
tially required to be kept reserved 
as ‘impreset stock’ for day-to-day 
maintenance of track as well as for 
meeting emergencies such as acci
dents, breaches of railway lines, etc. 
In addition, rails and sleepers re
quired for planned track renewal 
works and construction of new rail
way lines when received at the site 
of the work, have necessarily to be 
kep; at the place of work for certain 
periods till they are actually used on 
the work. This stocking of perma
nent way materials at the sites of 
works for certain period is unavoida
ble as these materials have to be 
procured well in advance of the 
execution of work in order to pre
vent any hold up of the progress of 
work once started. Moreover, all the 
matching materials are sometimes not 
received at the same time causing 
delay in the actual utilisation of the 
materials already received at the site 
of work. Similarly old permanent 
way materials released from track 
have to be kept stocked at the 
nearest stations til] they are used 
elsewhere or disposed off by public 
auction, etc.

(b) The approximate cost of perma
nent way material would be about 
Rs. 15 crores which is not considered 
high keeping in view the total cost 
of track renewal works, doublings, 
new lines and gauge conversion 
works carried o u t  in a year.

(c) and (d), It is constant en
deavour of the Government to keep 
the inventories of new and old mate
rials t0 the minimum.
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