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Scrutiny of Savings through various
Subsidies

3366. SHRI SOMNATH CHATTER-
JEE; Will the Minister of FINANCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the sug-
gestion made by Dr. Ashok
Mitra, West Bengal's Finance
and Planning Minister at a press
conference on 23rd January, 1978 that
savings could also be made in respect
of food subsidiey (to about
Rs 475 crores), export subsidies to big
17dustriabsts (Rg 150 crores) and that
rail freight subsidy and the hidden
subsidy through the banking system
should algo be subjected to a scrutiny;
and

(b) 1f g5, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereon?
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI H. M. PATEL): (a) Yes,

Sir, These subsidies are indicated at
appropriste places in the Budget
Documents of 1978-79, relating to the
Railways and the Central Govern-
ment; there the correct figures relat~
ing to these subsidies are alzo shown.

(b) 1t is Government's to ze~
view all gubsidies and to reduce them
progressively. In doing 30, the effects
of sguch economies on commodity
prices and the cost of living would be
borne in mind. Besides, the rail
freight subsidy has also been brought
to the notice of Railway Conven.on
Co nmitiee, 1973 whicn examined the
social  burdens on Indian Railways.
The Ninth Renort of the Committee
contains recommendations 1n this re-
gard, on which the Government is tak-
ing action,
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Consiruction of Aerodromie betweea
Tirunelveli and Tutieorin

3368 SHRI K. T. KOSALRAM:
Will the Mister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether there 13 any proposal
to construct an Aerodrome in between
Tirunelveli and Tuticorin, a major
port, near Valland village; and

(b) if so, at what stage the matter
stands?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL, AVIATION (SHRI PURU-
SHOTTAM KAUSHIK): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Doeg not arise.
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Setting up of Printing Press in Agar-
tala

8370. SHRI YADVENDRA DUTT:
Wil the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether 1t is a fact that Tripura
State Government has written to Uni-
ted Bank of India intimating their re-
diness to be guarantor for a loans
Rs. 7 lacs to a pro C.P.I. (M) paper





