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8. Korea 15

9. Philippine# » 9'6

10. Romania 10

11. Singapore . 54 3

ts. Taiwan 23‘ 5

13. Thailand 20-3

14. U.S.S.R. >946

15. Venezuela 20' 7

6989

Figures rounded upto nearest hundred.

Decentralisation of Telephone* and 
Telegraphs Department

10107. SHBI MANORANJAN BHA- 
KTA: Will the Minister of COMMU
NICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have de
cided to decentralise the working of 
the Telephones and Telegraphs De
partment in order t.o improve its 
working in the country;

(b ) i f  so, the main feature,, of the 
new set up envisaged; and

(c) the present progress on it?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA
TIONS (SHRI NARHARI PRASAD 
SUKHDEO SA I): (a ) to <c). The
telecommunication services in the 
country are being run by independent 
field units under the control of P  Sc T 
Board. Decentralisation by way of 
delegation of more powers to the field 
units is a continuing process Propo
sals to delegate higher administartive 
and financial powers to the field 
units are under consideration. These 
would enable the field unit* to take 
independent decisions to a greater ex
tent.

Discnaskms held with Syrian President

10108. SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD 
VERMA: W ill the Minister of EX
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to 
state:

(a) what has been the outcome of 
talks with the visiting Syrian Presi
dent;

(b ) whether the relation between 
Israel and Syria were also discussed; 
and

(c) if so. the facts thereof and Gov
ernment’s reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
VAJPAYEE): (a> to (c). The ex
change of views between the Presi
dent of the Syrian Arab Republic and 
our Prime Minister covered bilateral 
relations and international problems 
and proved to be extremely fruitful. 
Indo-Syrian agreement on trade was 
signed during Syrian President’s visit. 
India has agreed to provide profes
sional and technical personnel and 
implement plans for the development 
of trade and cooperation in the fields 
of phosphate mining, railways, tex
tile industries, construction of Indus
trial estates, housing complexes, and 
industrial joint ventures.

In their discussions on West Asia, 
both sides underlined that a just and 

' durable peace could be achieved only 
on the basis of Israel’s withdrawal 
from Arab territories occupied since 
1967 and the restoration of the inalien, 
able rights of the Palestinian * Arab 
people.
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