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Pcraoos living below Poverty U n

9910 SHRI SUBHASH CHANDEE 
BOSS ALLURI: Will the Minister of 
PLANNING be pleased to state:

(a) whether any assessment has 
been made recently regarding the num
ber oi persons living below poverty 
line in the country; and

(b) what is the latest definition of 
the expression ‘poverty lfltie* in the 
light oi the ever-declining value of 
the rupee and soaring prices?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI); (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) For the formation oi the 
Draft Five Year Plan (1978—83) the 
Planning Commission has defined lha 
poverty line on the basis of recom
mended nutritional requirements of 
2400 calories per.person per day for 
rural areas and 2100 calories per 
person per day for urban areas. In 
rupees the poverty line is the mid
point of the expenditure class (in
1973-74 consumer expenditure data) 
in which the calorie needs are satis
fied. This works out to monthly ex
penditure per person of Rs. 61.8 and 
Rs. 713 for the rural and urban areas 
at 1976-77 prices. Thus, while assess
ing the number of persons below the 
poverty line from time to time, in- 
come-levels are adjusted to the chan
ges in the price level.

Complaints about Exorbitant Prices 
charged by Slmac Knitting Machine*

*>ll. SHRi SAMBHU NATH CHAT
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(a) whether Government have re
ceived complaints about the exorbitant 
Pnce chargedby the ‘Simac Knitting 
Machine nwrketted by Singer Sewing
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J!S WiU tlie Govemment control its price as this machine is al




