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Development of Social and. Cultural 
Tourism 

9316. SHRI RAM KISHAN : Will 
the Minister of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION be pleased to st~te :. 

(a) whether it is a fact that Govern-
ment propose to develop social and cul-
tural tourism in the country; and 

(b) the details in regard to the religious 
and cultural pilgrimage centres to be 
covered in this programme? 

THE MINISTER Of TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI PUR-
USHOTTAM KAUSHIK): (a) Yes, 
Sir. 

(b) The development of a l:u-ge number 
of centres of cultural and rcllgiOUli in!!7C3t 
has been undertaken in varioU3 PJan 
peiods. For the development of new 
centr'o! of cultural interest, the following 
criteria have been suggtsted in the Central 
Tourism Plan 1978-83 :-

(i) the existing and futl1re' tourism 
potential of the place for attracting both 
international and domestic tourists; 

(ii) its accr.ssibility; 

(iii) its developmen t in relation to the 
existing and/or futw'e travel pattern or 
circuit of tourists witllin th(" country; 

(iv) its relation to the overall promo-
tional strategy and the development 
PI\'gl'ammc of the Department; and . 

(v) the inve.~tmenl that the State Gov-
ernment concerned would make for de-
veloping the infrastructure such as roads, 
water and electric supply, transport 
facilities (all these not ncc('Ssarily charged 
to the Tourism Sector). 

Based on the above criteria, new ·cent('rs 
of cultural interest will be selected for 
development in consultation with the 
State Governments. In so far as the 
development of pilgrim centre is con-
cerned, it is proposed to form a Society 
tinder the Soeielic.s Registration Art 
of 1860 which will be responsible for the 
selection of pilgrim centres for rdeasillg 
funds fm' the maintenance/improvement/ 
"xpansion of t1haJ'amshalas/sarais/ 
musafarkhanas at these centres. 
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