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Price of Cheap Dhoties and Sarees

5648."SHRI B. P. MANDAL: Will
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) what is the present price of cheap
dhoties and sarees; and

(b) how do they compare with the
price in the last year in the corraspond.
ing period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE WMINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRIMATI ABHA MAITD): (a) and
(b). The reference is probably to the
dhoties and sarees in the controlled
varieties of cloth, the prices of which
are gtatutorily fixed and there has
been no increase in the consumer pri-
ces of these varities during 1977 or
1978. The average ex-mill prices per
square metre of dhoties and sarees of
these varleties are Rs. 1.74 and Rs.
1.82 respectively.

Bazional R BT

y, Jammu

5649. SHR] BALDEV SINGH
JASROTIA: Will the Minister of
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Regl h
Laboratory, Jammu, Nm letter of
August, 1977 states that 32 new and
novel plant compounds have been iso-
lated in the Directors’ Laboratory
during the last ten years;

(b) it so, how much fAnancial expen-
diture haz been incurred on the staff,

and ploy in

(c) how many compounds out d
these would become useful drugs f67
the treatment of diseases;

@) how many compounds are under

(e) whether there is any industrial
use of these compounds?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Thijg work forms parts of the

total programme of investigations on
herbal drugs, chemistry of natural
products and development of explmt-
able tech ies for phyto-ch:
The staff and allocation for chemicals.
etc, is common. Hence, it is not possi-
ble to separate out expenditure incur-
red on isolation and characterisation
of these compounds.

(c) Three speciic compounds are at.
present under detailed studies and
offer promise to come up as new drugs.

(d) Six groups of compounds have-
shown biological activity.

(e) Some of the compounds have-
shown insecticidal ang
activity and offer scope !or industrial:
use in due course.
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