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Shortage of petroleum products due
to sluggish tank movement

5596, SHRI MANORANJAN
BHAKTA: Will the Minister of PET-
ROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
is shortage of petroleum products all
over the country due to sluggish tank
movement;

(b) whether non-availability of
petroleum products like furnace oil
and diesel oil has severely hit the in-
dustry resulting in heavy losses;

(¢) whether this shortage of petro-
leum products has caused considerable
dislocation of vehicular traffic in the
country also; and

(d) if so, full details thereof and
steps being taken by Government to
resume normal supply of petroleum
products all over the country?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
to (d). Some difficulties were encoun-
tered during November-December, 1977
on account of inadequate movement of
Detroleum products due to problems of
tankwagon availability, coupled with
product shortages, in some feeding
locations. This 1led to depletion of
depot stocks, causing problems of
availability of petroleum products in
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certain locations. The overall tank-
wagon movement of petroleum pro-
ductg registered a significant improve-
ment from January, 1978, and move-
ment of tankwagons now cannot be
considered sluggish. Though there
have been some temporary problems of
availability for short durations, these
were not such as to have caused dis~
location of vehicular traffic or to have
severely hit the industries. Various
steps such as daily rthonitoring of
movement of rail wagons, round the
clock loading at the refineries as also
at the major loading installations,
rationalisation of pattern of movement
ang extensive road bridging of pro-
ducts have been taken so as to improve
the availability of petroleum products
and ensure the demands for petroleum
products are met in full
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