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Salt Cess collecteg from Gujarat

*965. SHRI ANANT DAVE: Wwill
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether Rs. 8.50 crores have
been collected from the Gujarat
State as salt cess;

(b) the amount utilised during the
last three years for development of
this industry for roads, for water
supply and for welfare of employees
of this industry; and

{c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRIMATI ABHA MAITI): (a)
The amount accumulated on account
of salt cess as on 31-3-1977 wus
Rs. 12.81 crores. Statewise figures of
salt cess accumulations are not main-
tained.

(b) The amount utilised out of the
salt cess proceeds on various deve-
Jopment and 1abour welfare works
and related items during the last three
years was as follows:

1974-75 7.24,025
1975-76 5,85,332
1976-77 18,29,332

{(¢) Doeg not arise.

Medium for NDA and Combined
Defence Services Examipation

*966. SHRI BALAK RAM: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased
ip state:

(a) whether medium for NDA and
Combined Defence Services examina-
tion and interviews still continues to
be English despite public pressure to
switch over to Hindi or regional
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language so as to provide opportunity
to such candidates from agricultural,
labour and other backward section of
the society who cannot compete in
English ~ medium examination as
fairly as candidates from English
medium educational institutions;

(b) if so, whether Government
are contemplating to gwitch over to
Hindi or regional language as medium
of examination or reserve certain
percentage of vacancies for such can-
didates from this year; and

(¢) if naot, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM): (a) to (c).
The National Defence Academy and
Combined Defence Services Exami-
natjon are at present conducted in
English medium only. However, the
Union Public Service Commission are
already seized of the problem that
selection should be conducteg in such
a manner that candidates from rural
and backward areas and other groups
are not placed at a disadvantage and
with this end in view they have in-
troduced suitable changes in the
scheme of the National Defence Aca-
demy and Combined Defence Services
Examination w.e.f. December 1977
and May 1978 respectively. The
papers in al] the subjects in the
schemes of both the Examinations
arc of objective (multiple choice)
iype for which a candidate is requir-
ed only to mark the correct answer
out of 4 or 5 alternatives given against
cach question.

2. Interviews by SSB consist of
psychological test, Group test and
genera] interview. In the psycholo-
gical test the candidates are required
1o write in English, but if they ans-
wer the questions in Hindi, they arc
not penalised. In the Group discus-
sions, the candidates are free to ex-
press themselves in Hindi. Similarly.
in the general interview, if a candi-
date desires to express in Hindi, he
can do so.
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3. The question of introducing re-
gional languages as an alternative
media in competitive examination
conducted by the UPSC was consi-
dered by a Committee headed by Dr.
D. S. Kothari, which was asked to
go into the Trecruitment procedure
and selction methods. Decision re-
garding the adoption or otherwise of
Hindi or regional laguages as medium
of examination in case of NDA ‘and
othey Combined Defence Services
Examination wil] depend on the gene-
ral decision of Government on the
recommendations of the Kothari Com-
mittee report.

Rail-cum-road bridge at Sherzarh
Ghat

8850. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN-
DIA: Will the Minister of SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT be pleased to
refer to the reply given to Unstarred
Quesion No. 4061 on 20th July, 1977
regarding bridge on the Yamuna river
at Shergarh Ghat and state:

(a) whether his Ministry has re-
ceived a proposal from the Govern-
ment of TUttar Pradesh regarding
construction of Rail-cum-Road bridge
on river Yamuna at Shergarh Ghat;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c¢) if not, whether his Ministry
will consider the suggestion wand
agree to share half of the cost of
construction of the bridge; and

(d) if so, his reaction in this re-
gard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI
CHAND RAM): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) and (d). The proposed bridge,

when constructed, would fall on =
State road. The Govt. of Uttar Pra-





