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(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) anq (B). So far the stu-
dents are concerned it may not Dbe
correct to say that education is be-
coming costlier day by-day. Educa-
tion in classes I-V is already free in
government schools and in schools run
by local bodies in all parts of the
country. It is also free in Classes VI-
VIII in all States except for boys in
Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and West Ban-
gal. Here also these States propose
to extend free education for boys
upto the VIII shortly., Provided the
necessary funds are available. Apart
from this Government are providing
scholarships, midday meal and other
concessions at various levels. It is
also helping in establishing Book
Banks and in providing papers ete.
to produce cheaper textbooks and sta-
tioneries. However, the generzl cosis
of articles have gone up with the
rise in the normal cost of living and
Government are aware of the needs to
keep down the cost of education es-
pecially for the vulnerable sections of
the population. The Government in-
vestment in education has increased
considerably alongwith the efforts in
the recent vears to reduce the cosis tor

the students.
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Development of Fishery in Qanya
Kumari, Tamil Nadu

1726. SHRI KUMARI ANANTHAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) the total amount of money
spent by the Central Government for
the development of fisheries in Kanya-
kumarj District of Tamil Nadu during
the last three financial years; and

(b) the results achieveq thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION  (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) No
money was spent by the Central Gov-
ernment for the development of fish-
eries in Kanyakumari District of
Tamil Nadu during the last three
financial years.

(b) The question does not arise,

214
Development of Urdu Language

1728. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
Will the Minister of EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
be pleased to state the steps, if any,
which have been or are being taken
for the development of Urdu language
and Urdu culture in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE (SIiRI-
MATI RENUKA DEVI BARAKA-
TAKI): The Government are prom:ot-
ing the gevelopment of Urdu language
and Urdu culture by setting up the
Bureau for Promotion of Urdu, which
is publishing academic literature in
Urdu. The Government are also assis-
ting National Book Trust and Sahitya
Akademy as well as various voluntary
organisations engaged in the task of
promotion of TUrdu. The National
Book Trust has been publishing books
on varlous topics including Indian His-
tory, Culture and Children’s Litera-
ture. The Sahitya Akademi has also
brought put a number of books which
comprise literary and general books.
Besides the Akademy has given aw-
ards to distinguished Urdu writers.
Training is also being conducted to
prepare Urdu teachers in Regional
Training Centres (under Ceniral In-
stitute of Indian Languages) establish-
ed ai Solan and Patiala by the Gov-
ernment of India.

U.G.C. Grants to Universities

1729. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will
the Minister of EDUCATICN, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) factz aboul the amounts of the
grants made by the U.G.C. for the Cen.
iral and State Universities during the
period 1969-70 to 1973-74;

(b) break-up of the grantg per stu-
dent per annum during the same
period for the Cenrtral and State Uni-
versities;
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