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(b) Buitable provisipn has been made
Ly the Btate Goverament in their bud-
got for the year 1678-79 In respect of
this projeet in consideration of priority
to he given to schemeg for drought
affected area.

Progress of Dronght prone srea Pro-
jocty in Maharashira, Earnataks and
Rajasthan

1628. SHRI ANNASAHEE GOTKH-
INDE: Will the Minister of AGRICUL~
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the progress of the de.
velopment programme, undertaken with
the assistance of the Internationa] De.
velopment Association in drought
prone areas of mx districts in Maha-
rashtra, Kamataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Rajasthan has beep slow, and

(b) if s0, the reagons for the same
and the steps taken to step up the
temmpo of the said project?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ARGICULTURE AND
JRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU PRATAP
SINGH) (a) No, Bir.

(b) Does not arise in view of the
position stated against (a)

Use of Algae as Feriilizer

1629. BHRI M. ARUNACHALAM:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether fleld trials at many
places, particularly in Tamilnadu, have
shown that by using Algae, Chemical
(Nitrogen) Fertilizer for the rice crop
can be saved upto the extent of about
30 per cent;

(b) whether the production of Algae
at farmer's level also has a rural
income generating potential;

(c) steps Government propose to take
to popularise the use of Algae and
strengthen research in Algae; and

(d) whether the programme of pro-
duction of Algee is not likely to be put
to cold storage because of the fear that
it may affect the sale of some big
Fertilizer Companies?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHR!I BURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): (a) The Indian
Agricultural Research [nstitute, New
Delhl conducted a number of experi-
ments at different Stationg to study the
effectiveness of blue-green Algae.
Their data findicate that addition of
Algae for Rice results in saving of
about 25 Kg. Nitrogen /ha.

(b) The Indian Agricultural Res-
earch Institute, New Delhi hag deve-
loped a rural oriented open air method
for producing these algae for field
application Its potential as an income
generating programme has not been
fully assessed.

(c) The Department of Science and
Techonlogy, Govt. of India hag sponso-
red an All India Coordinated Project on
Algae to strengthen the algal research
in our country at national level.

(d) Biologica] inputg like algae are
supplements to relieve the pressure
on the chemical nitrogen input gnd not
substitutes The savings thus effected
can be advantageously used for other
crops Hence, there should not be any
ground to fear a conflict with fertilizer
industries, in the framework of agri-
cultural development.
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Bugarcane Crop

1631 SHRI BALASAHEEB VIKHE
PATIL: Will the Minister of AGRICUL~
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state:

(a) the position of sugarcane crops
during the present season,

(h) whether the present crop is
sufficient to meet the full requirement
of all the Sugar Factones of the
Country, and

@y i nel, what sieps Governmenty
plans to meet the shortage®

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHR] BHANU PRA-
TAP SINGH): (a) On the basis of All
Indig First Estimates of Sugarcane, 1t
can be said that the Sugarcane crop for
the present seasons 13 progressing quite
satisfactorily in most parts of the
country The over-all condition of the
standing crop 1s generally reported to
be good The area under sugarcane
has also increased

(b) Yes, Sir  However, the recent
cyclones in the South may Lhave damag-
ed the standing crops in some areas
Damage 1s yet to be assessed

(e) Does not arise

Withdrawal of Scholarship and Fin-
ancial Assistance from Students om
Caste consideration

1832 SHR] KESHAVRAO DHOND-
GE Will the Minuster of EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND ( ULTURE
be pleased to state

(a) whether Government are consi.
dering a proposal regarding assistance
to the economically weak section of
the society and withdrawal of scho-
lerships and the financial assistance
being given to students on considera-
tion of castes, and

{h) 1f so0, the outlines thereof?





