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'Expansion of US Naval Air bases In 
Diego Garcia

654. SHRI AM AR ROY PRADHAN: 
SHRI M. KALYANASUN-

DARAM:

SHRI C. R. MAHATA:
W ill the Minister o f EXTERNAL 

AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention o f G ov-
ernment has been drawn to the new s 
item published in the “N ew  Y ork  
Times” on the 26th September, 1977 
in regard to the proposed expansion 
o f  US Naval and A ir bases in D iego 
Garcia; and

(b ) if so, Governm ent’s reaction 
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATA L BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE): (a ) Yes, Sir.

(b) The policy of the Government 
of India on foreign military presence 
in the Indian Ocean, including Diego 
Garcia, is well known to the interna-
tional community and needs no reit-
eration. We would like to see the 
Indian Ocean become a zone of Peace. 
We are, naturally, opposed to the ex-
pansion of Great Power naval pre-
sence in the Ocean. Indeed we would 
like them to extend their full co-ope-
ration in the implementation o f the 
UN Resolutions on the establishment 
of a Zone of Peace in the Indian 
Ocean.

Visit o f Prime Minister and Minister 
o f  External Affairs to USSR

655. DR. HENRY AUSTIN:
DR. BAPU KALDATY:
SHRI EBRAHIM SULAIMAN 

SAIT:

Will the Minister o f EXTERNAL. 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Prime Minister and 
Minister o f External Affairs visited 
Russia in October, 1977; and

(b) if so, details o f the discussion 
held there?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE): (a) Yes, Sir. The Prime 
Minister accompanied by the Minister 
of External Affairs visited the IS5SR 
at the invitation o f the Soviet leader-
ship form 21— 26 October, 1977.




