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Import of Jute Fibre at Current
International Price

4279. SHR] MADHAVRAO SCIN-
DIA: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE AND CIVIL SUPPLIES
AND COOPERATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether in order to meet the
shortage within the country, the Gov-
ernment are considering to import
Jute Fibre, at the current interna-
tional price;

(b) it so, whether some of the jute
Mills have shown willingness to pur-
chase the same without Government
subsidising the price;
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(¢) if g0, the names of those mills;
and

(d) the quantity expected to be
imported?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHR! ARIF BEG):
(a) to (d). Jute Corporation of India
have been authorised to import raw
jute from available sources on the
basis of firm indents placed by the
consuming mills.

So far only two jute mills, General
Industrial Society Limited and Nelhi-
merla Jute Mills have placed indents
with the Jute Corporation for a total
quantity of 15,000 bales of Bangla-
desh cuttings.

.New Economic Policy on Develop-.
ment of Agriculture

4280. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN-
DIA: Will the Minister of FINANCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the proposal for new
Economic Policy emphasising on deve-
lopment of agriculture on the priority
basis is being framed by the Govern-
ment;

(b) if so, whether Government are
aware that Industrialists have shown
adverse reaction; and

(c) if so, Government's reaction
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
REVENUE AND BANKING (SHRI
H. M. PATEL): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c¢). Fears have been ex-
pressed in certain quarters that grea-
ter emphasig on agriculture may have
adverse effects on investment in the
industria] sector, particularly in the
case of capital intensive and mass
production industries. These fears
are unfounded as agricultural and in-
dustrial development, being twin elce
ments of the overall programmes for
economic development, supplement
and complement each other.





