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THE M INISTER OF IN FORM A-
T IO N  AND BROADCASTIN G (SHRI 
L.K . ADVANI) : (a) Yes, Sir. Astatement 
containing the major recommendations of 
the Committee is laid on the Table of the 
House.

(b) Government have decided to inform 
Samachar that they are in favour of re-
storing the status quo ante and therefore 
the revival of the four news agencis which 
existed prior to their merger on 24th 

anuary, 1976, namely, Press Trust of 
ndia, United New* of India, Hindustan 

Samachar and Samachar Bharti.

Statement

The major recommendations of the 
lExpertt Committee on News Agencies are 
as follows :—

(a) Samachar should be split into 
two agencies, namely VA R T A  and 
SANDESH. While VA R T A  should 
provide and develop news supply in 
Hindi and at least 6 or 7 other Indian 

languages, along with an English service. 
'SANDESH should be exclusively an 
English service. They should set up, 
in partnership, an international deik 
known as NEWS-INDIA for incoming 
and outgoing news which is visualised as 
full-fledged and growing international 
news cast. Correspondents and stringers 

.should be established in About 25 places 
in the world over two years, as against 5 
at present. Ministry of External Affairs 
should subscribe to its services to feed the 
Missions abroad.

(b) Out of 13 Members of the Govern-
ing Board of VA R TA  9 should be drawn 
from subscribers of different languages 
and 1 from employees, there should be
2 co-opted Members chosen from the fields 
of education, culture etc. The Chief 
Editor would be an ex-officio Member. 
Ajll of them would elect a Chairman. The 
Governing Body of Sandesh would be 
constituted on similar principles, while 
the Chairman would be part-time and 
honorary, the highest executive would be 
the Chief Editor. The Managing Com-
mittee of NEWS-INDIA would be con-
stituted out of the Members of the two 
Boards. Every Member would have 
two yar tenure.

(c) The structure would be provided 
under an Act of Parliament.

(d) H ie task of reorganisation should 
be given to an interim body to be appoint-
ed by Government. Legal steps should be 
taken to vest this body with authority.

(e) It is estimated that the whole struc-
ture would require an additional pro-
visions of Rs. 170 lakhs per year.

(f) As for subscription rates, it is noted 
that the Samachar has already raised the 
subscription rates in many cases. How-
ever, the interim body has to review these 
rates* It has been recommended that 
Akashvani/Docftdarshan should pay 
their subscription at the rate of Re. 1/- per 
radio licence and Rs. 5/- per T V  licence. 
On the above formula, the existing A IR  
subscription of about Rs. 28 lakhs would 
be raise to nearly Rs. 198 lakhs. The 
subscription should be paid to VARTA 
and SANDESH in the ratio of 60 : 40.
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