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Saitnal etc. as per the criteria announced
under the new scheme ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI NARHARI PRASAD
SUKHDEO SAI) : (a) No. Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) There are 230 villages in Mizoram
out of which 150m are having post offices.
Rhamphai Serchhip, Hnahthilal Tuipang,
Thanzaol, Kanpui and Saithal are already
baving post offices. All villages with a
population of 2000 or more are provided
with the post oifices.

Economic and cultuial relations
with Portuguese speak rg countries

4003. SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO :
Will the Minister of EXTLRNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state

(a) what action has government taken
to improve economic and cultural relation
with Portuguese spcaking countries i.c.
Portugal, Brazil and the crstwhile Portu-
guese Colonies in Africa ;

(b) What further steps are contemplated
in the aforesaid direction ; and

{¢) whether Government will consider
establishment of a Centre of Portuguese
studies in Goa to faster better relations
with these countries ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI S. KUNDU) : (a) and
(b). Details of action taken and the steps
under consideration in this regard arc
given below:

Portugal: An  Agreement  between
India and Portugal for Trade, Industrial
& Technical Cooperation was signed in
Lisbon on 15th April, 1977. The Agrec-
ment envisages harmoniou:and substantial
increasc in trade between the two countrics
and expansion of cooperation in various
othcer ficlds.

The question of having a Cultural
Agreement with Portugal is under consi-
deration. In the meantime, some Pcuhurall
exchan, rogrammes with  Portuga
havebcgu:omg;rcdby Indiaonan ad-hoc
basis through All India Radio and the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

DECEMBER 15, 1977

_Braszil 1 An Indian trade delegation
visited Brazilin November, 1976 and held
uscful discussions with the Brazilian autho-
rities for increasing the volume of trade
between the two countries. A Cultural
Agreement was signed between Indian and
Brazilin 1968 for fruitful cultural exchanges.
Exchanges of visits of scholars were also
arranged detween the two countries. An
Agreement on Science and ‘I'echnology
18 under consideration which would result
in greater collaboration in these fields.

Mozagmbique : The Government has
paid into the Commonwealth Fund for
Mozambique non-convertible Rupec equi-
valent of US § 100,000 /-.  As a further
gesture of goodwill following a request
made by the Government of Mozambique,
India has gifted grey cloth valued at
Rs. 400,000/- In response to Mozam-
bique Governmeut's request, India has
also agreed to send on ?lcpulation under
direct contract experts in priority areas
like ratlways, civil engincering, medicine,
accountancy, teaching etc. A delegation
under ITEC Programme was also recently
deputed 10 assess Mozambique's overall
requirements in the field of railwavs.

Books on India worth Rs. 5000/- were
sent to our Mission in Mozambique for
prescntation to various institutions there.

Angola : Government  have  been
extending techmeal aid to Angola in the
forns of training facilitics in various ficlds
under the I'TEC  Programme.  Govern-
ment  also aitdified  consigrments of

medical supplies and stationery for school
children in Angola.

Guinea-Bissau : Government have
presented two consignments, onc of jute
goods and the other of tea and medicines
to Guinea-Bissau. Government will also
be sending out soon a smalltechnical team
from National Industrial Development
Corporation (N.I.D.C.) under ITEC
Programme to assist Guinea Bissau in
identifying their requirements in regard
to small sugar production units,

(c) ‘The Portugucse proposal to sct up
an Institute of Portugucse Studies in Goa
has been under discussion and will be
considered within the f{ramework of
Government’s general policy in the matter
of establishment of Institutes for the
study of foreign languages in India.
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