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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN): (a) Yes.

(b) and (c). As 303/304 Mahalaxmi 
Express is running with full load as 
at present and is fully patronised, ear-
marking of one coach exclusively for 
Sangli passengers is not feasible. How-
ever, a quota of 2 berths in 1st class, 
fifteen 3-tier sleeper berth and 10 
llnd class seats on 303/304 Express 
have been earmarked for Sangli pas-
sengers. From 1st September, 1977. 
the quota of 3-tier sleeper berths has 
been enhanced from 15 to 20 berths.

Availability of Stretchers at New 
Delhi Railway Station

231. SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVEIU: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) wheher on the 4th October, 1977 
a patient Mr. Muthuswamy just dis-
charged from Hospital, could not be 
carried on a stretcher for boarding 
G.T. Express at New Delhi since no 
stretcher was available in good work-
ing condition there;

(b) the total number of stretchers 
at New Delhi Railway Station, the 
number in good working condition 
and the number defective;

(c) the reasons for a large number 
of defective stretchers; and

(d) the action proposed for improve-
ment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN): (a) Two stretchers 
in working condition were available on 
4th October, 1977 at New Delhi railway 
station with the A5.M. on duty. No 
request for supply of stretcher was re-
ceived at the time of departure of 16 
Up G. T. Express by the A. S. M. on 
duty on 4th October, 1977. No. com-

plaint was lodged in the complaint 
book regarding non-availability of a 
stretcher at the station.

(b) to (d). 3 Stretchers have been 
provided at New Delhi Railway station 
out of which 2 are in good working 
condition. The third stretcher has 
since been condemned and is bê ing 
replaced.
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