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3895. SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 
1 SHRI D. B. CHANDRA GOW-

DA: 

Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state: 

•.a) whether it ii a fact that a re-
quest by the former Punjab Chief 
M:.ni~ter was made to Ole Prime Min-
ister to intervene in what he called 
calculated campaign of victimisation 
of political opponents, especially Con-
gressmen by the present regime; 

(b) whether he has also urged the 
Primt Minister to put an end to high-
handed and undemQCratic methods be-
ing employed by the State Govern-
ment in instituting false cases against 
his supporters and sympathisers mere_ 
Jy tn extract evidence for use against 
him: and 

< r: if so, the reaction of Govern-
rnerit thereto? 

THE l\lI!'JISTER OF STATE IN IHE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI S. D. PATIL): (a) to (c). 
Shri Zail Singh, former Chief Min-
ister of Punjab had re:cently adres-
st·. l ll't ters to thl' Prime Minis!er 
alleging persecution of his relati,·e-; 
and political sympathisers by the Pun-
ja!> Government. These letters were 
forwarded by the Prime Minister tu 
t"ie Chief Minister of Punjab. 

The State Government has reporte-1 
that there is no basis for the allegation~ 
;·ontained i.n Shri Zail Singh's letters 
to PM and that there is no \'ictim!1.a 
tion of political opponents, nor have 
any false cases been instituted. 

Intention to develop Small Seal~ 
Industries 

:l8!16. SHRI KUSUMA KRISHNA 
MURTHY: Will the Ministt>r of IN-
DUSTRY be pleased to state what kind 
of incentives are extended to persons 

from the weaker HCtiona wbo want to 
set up induatrial unita in rural aector? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 'T'HE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (KUMARI 
ABHA MAITI): Incentives for seWng 
up small scale industries in rural ; i.d 
backward areas are given under three 
programmes i.e., (a) backward area 
development, (b) rural industries pro-
ject and (c) rural artisan project. Per-
sons from weaker sections are ulso 
eligible for incentives given under 
these programmes but these pro-
grammes are not specific for weaker 
sections. Differential interest rate 
scheme operated by various banks 
adopts the criteria Of low income for 
getting the benefit of the scheme. 
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