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Distribution of Rotten Bice in Calcutta

119. SHRI SAUGATA ROY: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the West Bengal Food 
Minister has made the allegation that 
Centre wants to distribute 20 lakh 
tonnes of rotten rioe from its stock in 
Calcutta;

(b) whether there is any truth in 
the allegation; and

(c) the reaction of the Government 
to the allegation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
BHANU PRATAP SINGH): (a) to
(c). No, Sir. The total quantity of 
rice as on 1st September 1977 in 
W est Bengal Region in the godowns 
of the Food Corporation of India was 
2-19 lakh tonnes out of which only a 
quantity of 0.11 lakh tonnes was in 
lower category.

In July, 1977 a complaint about the 
quality of rice being supplied by 
Food Corporation of India was, how-
ever, received from the West Bengal 
Government. This was immediately 
investigated jointly by a team of offi-
cials of Central Government, State 
Government and the F.C.I. to ensure 
only Fair Average Quality of food-
grains are issued for Public distribu-
tion system. A system of joint in-
spection with the State Government 
has been introduced so as to ensure 
good quality of stocks.

The allegations are, therefore 
unfounded.
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