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1977-78 have been agssessed at 37.§1
lakh tonnes of nutrients. Out of this,
96.11 lakh tonnes is likely to be met
through indigenous production.

' (¢) inorderto bridge the gap, about
12.69 1akh tonnes'of fertiliser nutrients
are being imported during the period
from January to December, 1977.

shortage of CAN Fertilizers in Punjab

3441, SHRI M. A. HANNAN
ALHAJ:
SHRI 1IQBAL SINGH
DHILLON:

Wwill the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
1o state:

(a) whether there was an acute
shnrtage of CAN Fertilizer in Septem-
ber, 1977 at the time of sowing of
potato crop in Punjab;

(b) whether this kind of fertilizer
was mostly needed by farmers for
suwing of potatoes and the fertilizer
mixtureg supplied were not meeting
the ideal combination ¢of NPK to
potatoes: and

(¢) if so, the reasons for such
lapses and how Government propose
lv meet the requirements of ferti-
dzers for the production of Potato
“rop in Punjab?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) No,
Sir. Apart from supplies of Calcium
Ammonium Nitrate to Punjab by the
Nangal Unit of Fertilizer Corporation
o India, there were stocks of imported
Calcium Ammonium Nitrate, to the
tune of about 18,146 tonnes lying in
the State as on 1st August 1977. It
Seems that there was no offtake from
these stocks ijn Punjab during Sep-
tember-October, 1977,

(b) The experts do mot specifically
Tecommended the use of Calcium Am-
Monium Nitrate for potato crop.
Urea can also be an equally effective

source of N. No report has been
received from the State Government
to the effect that the NPK mixtures
available in Punjab are not suitable
for potato crop.

(¢) The question does not arise.
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Vehicles and Telephones provided to
Central Security Force in Food Depots

3443. SHRI S. R. REDDY: will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) the number of vehicles and
telephoneg provided to Central Secu-
rity Force in the Food Depots for
security purposes; and '

(b) if not, the reasong thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Central
Industrial Security Force is posted at

8ix depots of the Food Corporation of
India.





