
49 Written Answers AGRAHAYANA 17, 1899 (SAKA) Written Answers 50

Production of Steel

3091. DR. BALDEV PRAKASH : 
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES 
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the production of stainless 
steel billets and rods has fallen after the 
reduction of import duty on stainless 
steel ;

(b) if so, the quantum to which the pro-
duction has fallen and reasons thereof ; 
and

(c) what steps Government intend to 
take to bring the production to the same 
level as before the change in import duty ?

THE M INISTER OF STATE IN THE  
M IN ISTR Y  OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI K AR IA MUNDA) : (a) and (b). 
Import duty on stainless steel plates, 
sheets and strips was reduced by Notifica-
tions dated June 18, 1977 but was subse-
quently partially raised on July 15, 1977. 
Stainless steel production data are collec-
ted for blooms and rounds, plates and 
sheets and forged blooms and rounds. 
Therefore, the production data on stain-
less steel billets and rods as such are not 
available. Compared to an average pro-
duction of 1060 tonnes of stainless steel 
per month during first six months of 1977- 
78, total production of stainless steel in 
July, 1977 was 883 tonnes which can be 
termed as low. However, from August, 
1977 onwards there is an upward trend in 
production. The highest production of 
1273 tonnes was achieved in September, 
1977-

(c) To push up sales and hence produc-
tion, Alloy Steels Plant, Durgapur re-
duced the prices to some extent in August, 
1977-
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