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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN-
CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI
CHAND RAM): (a) Yes, Sir.

{b) Proposal was made in April,
1974, The demand for seamen and
other criteria did not justify the set-
ting up of such a centre.

Concessional Paper for Text Books
and General Books

2999. SHR1I EDUARDO FALEIRO:
Wil} the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Federation of Indi-
an Publishers has approached Govern-
ment to ensure that paper manufactu-
rers implement the order relating to
making concessional paper available
for production of text books and gene-
ral books; and

(b) if so, what is the specific nature
of ~he grievance of the Publishers and
what steps have Government taken to
redress the same?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): t(a}
and (b). The Federation of Indian
Publisher: had submitted a represen-
tation to Government urging that the
Paper industry should be asked to
comply with Government's policy re-
garding production and supply of con-
cessional while printing papcr. Tie
Federation have complained that the
Paper industry have tried to persuade
Government to agree to the reduction
of the obligation to produce  white
printing paper, and though Govern-
ment had not accepted this suggestion,
the paper manufacturers are now
creating difficulties in actual supply
of the concessional white printing
paper. The supplies are stated tc
be irregular and uncertain. The Fe-
deration has. therefore, requested Gov-
ernment 1o ensure that the paper ma-
nufacturers abide by Government’s
decisions regarding supply of conces-
siona] paper.
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Government have no intention of
reducing the quantum of production
of white printing paper as stipulat-
ed in the Paper (Control of Produc-
tion) Order, 1974. The performance of
the mills is being monitored and any

cases of delay in supply or shortfall
in production are taken up with the-
individual mills.
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