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34 (Harish Chanderpur of Bengal) 
then far flung areas will be linked 
with these highways?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI 
CHAND RAM): (a) and (b). For the 
purpose of construction of roads, no 
area has so far been declared as “ vul-
nerable area” .

(c) This roaa, when constructed, 
would be a State road and it is the 
responsibility of the States concerned.

Cooptex Cloth lying Unsold

2971. SHRI C. N. VISVANATHAN: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that textiles 
valued at several lakhs of rupees of 
Cooptex cloth is lying in stock unsold 
causing hardship to the Handloom 
Industry;

(b) whether Government have 
taken any steps to promote and im-
prove the sale of such cloth in United 
States of America and the United 
Kingdom;

(c) if so, the outcome of such steps; 
and

(d) the nature of emergency steps 
taken by Government to relieve the 
industry of its present stagnation?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): 

It is reported that stocks of hand-
loom cloth worth Rs. 14 crores were 
'tarried by Cooptex in September/ 
October, 1977. .’

(b) and (c). Two delegations, one 
to USA, UK and France and the other 
to Singapore, Malaysia, Japan and 
Indonesia were sponsored by the Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu. They have 
Pecured export orders worth Rs. 1 
pore. Further exports may also be 
ienerated.
. 3091 LS—5.

(d) The Government of Tamil Nadu 
had sanctioned special rebate and Co-
optex also extended such rebate at 
varying rates from time to time during 
the period from 3-9-1977 to 22-11-1977. 
This would have given some relief 
to the handloom industry.
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Annual Expenditure incurred by the
Salt Commissioner’s Organisation

2972. SHRI K. T. KOSALRAM: Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased 
to state:

(a) the total annual expenditure 
incurred by the Salt Commissioner’a 
Organisation from 1948 to 1976;

(b) how is this expenditure met;

(c) whether any review has been 
undertaken to study the essentiality 
of such an expenditure taking into 
account the objective for which this 
organisation was set up; and

(d) if so, review has been under-
taken, would Government restructure 
the set up to make the organisations 
an instrument for the development of 
salt industry?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) Rs. 25,02,87,468.

(b) The expenditure is met out of 
cess proceeds collected in accordance 
with Section 4(a) of the Salt Cess Act, 
1953.

(c)and (d). The Review iS in pro-
gress.
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T.V. Centre at JuUundur

2974. SHRI IQBAL SINGH DHIL- 
LON: Will the Minister of INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the former Minister 
Mr. I. K. Gujral of I and B Ministry 
had committed that the T.V. Centre 
at Jullundur would be completed and 
comnussioned during the middle of 
1977;

(b) reasons for delay in this regard; 
and

(c) the exact date of TV. Centre at 
Jullundur to come on air?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K. 
ADVANI): (a) to (c). According to 
the original schedule, the Jullundur 
T.V. Centre was to be commissioned 
in 1976-77. There has, however, been 
some delay, as the concrete T.V. tower, 
the first of its kind in India, had to 
be designed and the building and the 
tower had to come up in an integrated 
fashion. The building works could be

started only after the tower had reach-
ed certain stage. The studio equip-
ments for which order was placed with 
M /s. BE in June, 1976 are expected to 
be received by middle of 1978, and 
the centre is now expected to be com-
missioned in 1978-79.
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