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(b) if so, whether Government 
phased out any programme for meet-
ing the requirements of the con-
sumers;

(c) if so, what are the details there-
of; and

(d) what is the number of appli-
cants on waiting lists at Delhi at 
present?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA):
(a) It has been stated that the present 
shortage of liquefied petroleum gas 
(cooking gas) will continue for an-
other 2 to 3 years iratil increased 
quantity of LPG becomes available 
from Bombay High associated gas, by 
the ^commissioning of new refineries 
and by setting up additional facilities 
for LPG production in the existing 
refineries. The demand of consumers 
already enrolled will generally be 
net.

(b) and (c). While all efforts will be 
made to optimise cooking gas produc-
tion in the refineries, enrolement of 
consumers during the interim period 
will have to be restricted according to 
availability of the product.

(d) As on 31st October, 1977, the 
number of persons on the waiting list 
at Delhi of Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited and Bharat Petroleum Corpo- 
rtition Limited were about 9(MHft add 
34,000 respectively.
Dacoits Panicky among passengers 

Pfesting TFhJftttgh Bihar

2777. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN- 
DIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the Railway Passengers passing 
through the State of Bihar have be-
come panicky due to increased number 
of dacoities; and

(b) if so, what steps Government 
have taken to safeguard the passen-
gers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN): (a) and (b). No
such panicky situation has been re-
ported by the Police authorities so far 
though the incidents of dacoities in 
trains passing through Bihar area have 
increased slightly. The Police machi-
nery has been fully geared up to con-
trol such crimes in Railway trains.
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