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Formulation of Sixth Five Year Plan

5045. SHRI (PRASANNBHAIL
MEHTA:

DR. HENRY AUSTIN:
SHR1 C, K. CHANDRAPPAN:

., Will the Minister of PLANNING be
pleased to state:

(a)» whether the newly constituted
Planning Commission held its first
meeting in July, 1977 to discuss the
formulation of the Sixth Five Year
Plan;

(b) if so, the main points or schemes
_on which greater emphasis will be
*laid; and

(c) when the Sixth Five Year Plan
is likely to be given the final shape?

THE PRIME MINJSTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) In the Sixth Five Year ?lan,
highest priority will be given to agri-
cultura] and rural development pro-
grammes. It is noted that a very large
irrigation Plan would be needed 1o
achieve a significantly higher rate of
growth in agriculture than in the past.

' The role of small and cottage indus-
tries in providing employment would
be emphasised much more than
hitherto, The broad thrust of the Flan
strategy would be to extend the scope
of area planning and maximise the
employment content of area develop-
ment schemes. A substantial part of
the population, which is at present
below the poverty line, would have to
be provided not only food, clothing and
shelter but also the very basic require-
mentis of social services within the
' Plan period. The Plan will also take
into account the need to reduce the
existing disparities in income and
wealth.

N (¢) According to the programme of
wqrk and time schedule approved by
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the Planning Commission, the approach:
to the Sixth Plan would be ready for
public discussion by March, 1978,
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