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Baala for Fixing Freight ajid Fares on 
HlUy At m s  NG ad MGJLlnes]

4Q3 I. SH R I D U R G A  CH AN D : 
W m the Minister o f R A IL W A Y S be 
pleased to state ;

(a) the criteria on the basis o f which 
freight and fare are fixed on Hilly areas 
Narrow Gauge railway linos and Metre 
Gauge lines; and

(b) the criteria on the basi*- of which 
return railway tickets are issued for the hill 
stations and other important stations?

T H E  M IN ISTER  O F  R A IL W A YS 
fP R O F. M A D H U  D AN D AVATE ) :
(a) Excepting on the Darjeeling Hima
layan Section o f N.F. Railway, over other 
Hill Sections, the basis o f freight and fares 
charged is the same as that charged on rest 
o f the Railway system. There is, however, 
inflation in the distance for charge on 
Hill Sections. Over the D. H. Section of 
N.F. Railway a special higher basis o f 
freight and fares is in force. The justifica
tion for levy o f higher freight and fares 
over Hill Sections is the higher capital cost 
involved in the construction o f these lines 
and the higher cost o f operation.

On other Metre Gauge anti Narrow 
Gauge lines also the basis o f freight and 
fares charged is the same as that charged 
over the rest of the Railway system. There 
is, however, some inflation in the distance 
for charge on some of the recently cons
tructed Metre Gauge and Narrow Gauge 
lines. The distance for charge for over 
these lines has been inflated as it was found 
that construction of these lines was justi
fied only on the basis of inflated distance.

(b) With a view to developing traflic to 
certain specified Hill stations and also 
considering the fact that the economy of 
certain States depend to a large degree on 
tourist traffic, the Railways have been 
tssung Concessional Return Tickets at 
I 1/2 Single journey fares for First and 
Second classes from year to year. Such 
Concessional Return Journey Tickets arc 
not issued for journey to other Stations.
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