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Meeting with Chambers of West Ben
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HakMa

4920. SH R I K . A . RAJAN  : WUl the 
Minister of P E T R O L E U M , C H E M I
C A L S a n d  f e r t i l i z e r s  be pleased 
to state;

(a) whether he convened a meeting o f 
the representatives o f  the different cham
bers o f West Bengal in July 1977 in Delhi 
to discuss on the question o f implementing 
the Petro-chemical complex in Haldia; 
i f  so, the outcome thereof;

(b) whether the State Government has 
applied to the Centre for issue o f a letter 
o f  intent for production of five petro
chemical products; and

(c) if  so, the facts thereof and Govern
ment’s reaction thereto ?

T H E  M IN IS T E R  O F P E T R O L E U M , 
C H E M IC A L S  AN D  F E R T IL IZ E R S  
(SH RI H. N. B AH U G U N A) ; (a) Yes, 
Sir.

(b) T he West Bengal Industrial Deve
lopment Corporation has made five appli
cations for the issue o f letters o f intent for 
the production o f various petro-chemicals’ 
items.

Conversion of MG/NG to Bfoad Gauge 
U mm la Eaatem and Soadi Eastern 

lUiiiway

493B. SH R I BIJO Y K U M A R  M ON- 
D A L  ; WiU the Minister o f  R A IL W A Y S 
be pleased to state

(a) whether the metre gauge and narrow 
gauge Railway lines in Eutern and South 
Eastern Railways arc under consideration 
for conversion into broad gauge ;

(b) whether there are any proposal be
fore the Ministry for the purpose and i f  so, 
the reaction o f the Ministry thereto; and

(c) what new works arc in progress and 
are prop>osed to be taken up in these Rail
ways ?

T H E  M IN ISTER  O F R A IL W A Y S  
(PROF. M A D H U  D AN D A V A TE )
(a) to (c) : A  Preliminary Engineering. 
cum-Traffic Sur\'ey for conversion o f the 
Jabalpur-Gondia narrow gauge line into 
broad gauge, is in progress at present. A  
survey was carried out for the conversion 
o f Rupsa-Talband line to broad gauge but 
the project was not found to be viable. 
The following new broad gauge lines are 
under construction or have been approved 
for construction on Eastern and South
Eastern Railways in replacement o f old 
narrow gauge lines.

(1) Howrah to Amta new broad gauge 
lini; including Bargachia-Champadanga 
Branch line.

(2) Howrah to Seakhala new broad 
gauge line.

(c) A  meeting o f  representatives o f 
various chambers o f commerce, West 
Bengal Industrial Development Corpora
tion and West Bengal Government was 
convened on 18-7-77 to discuss the question 

o f  implementation o f a petro-chemical com- 
ples in Haldia. Certain chambers o f  
Com m erc: had expressed apprehensions 
that there was a move to sift the proposed 
complex from Haldia to Bombay region. 
T h e representatives were assured that no 
such move was being contemplated. The 
were also told that the question would be 
decided as soon as naphtha for the project 
could be located. It was also suggested to 
the representative that initially, down
stream, petro-chmical units should be srt 
up at Haldia. As regards the applications 
made l>y the West Bengal Industrial De
velopment Corporation for letters o f intent, 
further data asked for from West Bengal 
Industrial Development Corporation has 
been sent to the Planning Conunission for 
a p p n iia l to ascertain whether the proposab 

are economically viable.

Survey for Railway Line from Imdore- 
to Bombay

4023. SH R I V IJA Y  K U M A R  PA TIL  : 
Will the Minister o f  R A IL W A Y S be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey had ever been 
made in the past for construction of a rail
way line betwen Indore M d Bombay;

(b) if  so, whether Government have 
taken any decision in this matter; and

(c) whether Government propose to 
hold a fresh survey o f above project?

T H E  M IN ISTE R  O F R A IL W A Y S 
(PR O F. M A D H U  D AN D AV ATE) :

(a) No.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) There is no praposal for survey un
der consideration at present.




