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4768. SHRI VENUGOPAL GOUN- 
D£R: Will the Minister of AGRICUL
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased 
to state;

(a) the problems which hava been 
identified in regard to accelerating 
implementation of minor irrigation 
programmes;

(b) the amount given as grants to 
State Governments for strengthening 
State Minor Irrigation Organisation;

(c) the amount given to 
Nadu; and

Tamil

(d) the present position in regard 
to monitoring of minor irrigation pro
grammes at State and Central level?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
The major problems which have been 
identified for accelerating the imple
mentation of the Minor Irrigation Pro
gramme are; —

(i) Inadequate allocations for the 
Minor Irrigation Programme in the 
States due to overall financial strin
gencies in the States.

(ii) Weakness of cooperative 
structure in the States of Eastern 
region where there is considerable 
scope for further ground water 
development.

(iii) Shortage of electric power 
for irrigation pumping coupled with 
inadequate allocations for Rural 
Electrification Programme.

(iv) Lack of adequate organisa
tions in the States for investiga
tion, planning design of minor irri
gation schemes.

(b) Central grant released to the 
Stater Govts, for strengthening State 
Minor Irrigation Organisations 
amounted to Rs. 11.72 lakhs during
1976-77 which was the year during 
which the scheme came into opera
tion.
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(c) No (grant released to Tamil 
Nadu during the jrear 1976-77 as the 
S tate Government did not report any 
csc^ieftiditiire uh«ker the dM>^oved sche
me.

I
(d) A Cell has been sanctioned at 

the Central level for monitoring of 
minor irrigation programme on the 
regional basis and is presently in the 
progress of being set-up.

The Minor Irrigation Programme in 
the various States is being looked 
after by different departments such 
as Department of Irrigation, Depart
ment of Agriculture and Department 
of Cooperation etc. The State Gov
ernments have been advised to set up 
cells, ptfeferably under Agricultural 
Production Commisioner, for monitor
ing of the minor irrigation programme 
and for scrutinising, compiling and re
porting of the totality of the progress 
achieved under the programme.
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