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- Public Distribution System

1655. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether he is aware that the
previous Government have virtually
dismantled the public distribution
system; and

(b) if so, steps, if any, being con-
templated to strengthen and further
expand the system?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) and (b). The public distri-
bution system though undermined is
still functioning for wheat, rice, sugar
and controlled cloth. Measures for
strengthening it further and for cover-
ing more essential commodities and
areas are under consideration,

Sugar Coorerative Factories in
Maharashtra

1655. DR, VASANT KUMAR PAN-
DIT. Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government of Maha-
rashtra has applied for licences for
twelve new Sugar Co-operative Fac-
tories;

(b) how much rebate or financial aid
has been asked for by Government of
Maharashtira; and

(c) the sites selected for the proposed
Sugar Cooperative Factories in Maha-
rashtra?
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THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) No, Sir. However, one
application recommended by the Siaie
Government of Maharashtra has ceen
received and it is pending consideration
in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation.

(b) Does not arise at this stage.

(c) The location of the proposed
cooperative sugar factory as indicated
in the application is Ahmednagar
Tehsil.
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