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(b) it so, the reasons for Increase
i the G.P.F. percentage contribu-
tions?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
REVENUE AND BANKING (SHRI
H. M. PATEL): (a) No, Sir.

(The present minimum rate of
contrinbution is 6 per cent and not 6}
per cent as mentioned by the Hon'ble
Member.)

(b) Does not arise,

Subsidy to Vanaspati Industry for
getting Edible 0Oil

1652, SHRI M. KALYANASUNDA-
RAM. Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND
COOPERATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Vanaspati Industry
is getting edible o0il from State
Trading Corporation at subsidised
rates;

(b) if so, to what extent; and

(c) whether Government have any
machinery to see thay the consumers
are benefitedq by this subsidy?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA). (a) No, Sir; imported edible oils
are bneing supplied to the vanaspati
urits thrcugh the State Trading Corpo-
ration at break-even prices.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Survey regarding the Total Demand
of Vegetable Qil

1653. SHRI GHULAM MOHAMMAD
KHAN:

SHRI K. MALLANNA.

Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have con-
ducted any gurvey of the total de-
mand of vegetable oil in the coun-
try at present, State-wise;
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(b) the targets of production Gov-
ernment have fixed during the Fifth
Five Year Plan; ang

(¢) the number of oilseeds pro-
cessing units at present in the coun-

try?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) No formal survey has been
conducted to assess the total] demand
of vegetable oils in the country, State-
wise,

(b) Government have, for the Fifth
Plan. fixed a target of 126 lakh tonnes
for five major oilseeds. This is expect-
ed to yield approximately 35 lakh
tonnes of oil.

(¢) Oilseed Industry being mostly in
the decentralised sector, there is no
single centralised agency maintaining
information on the number of oilseed
processing units and their capacity,
etc. However, available information
indicates that there are 14,110 oil mills
in the country. In addition. according
to the latest live-stock census, there
exist, 1,15,400 ghanis.
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- Public Distribution System

1655. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether he is aware that the
previous Government have virtually
dismantled the public distribution
system; and

(b) if so, steps, if any, being con-
templated to strengthen and further
expand the system?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) and (b). The public distri-
bution system though undermined is
still functioning for wheat, rice, sugar
and controlled cloth. Measures for
strengthening it further and for cover-
ing more essential commodities and
areas are under consideration,

Sugar Coorerative Factories in
Maharashtra

1655. DR, VASANT KUMAR PAN-
DIT. Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government of Maha-
rashtra has applied for licences for
twelve new Sugar Co-operative Fac-
tories;

(b) how much rebate or financial aid
has been asked for by Government of
Maharashtira; and

(c) the sites selected for the proposed
Sugar Cooperative Factories in Maha-
rashtra?

859 LS—3.

ASADHA 3, 1899 (SAKA)

Written Answers 66

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) No, Sir. However, one
application recommended by the Siaie
Government of Maharashtra has ceen
received and it is pending consideration
in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation.

(b) Does not arise at this stage.

(c) The location of the proposed
cooperative sugar factory as indicated
in the application is Ahmednagar
Tehsil.
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