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Production during 1974-75, 1975-76 and 1976-77 was as under:—
Year Burnpur Steel Plant Kulti Works
Steel Saleable Spun Castings
Ingots Steel Pipes
(Tonnes)
1974-75 §32,000 415,000 119,246 38,004
1975-76 630.000 500,000 121,906 33.460
1976-77 667,000 542,000 99,943 30,045

The working results were as under:—

Year

1974-75 *
1975-76 * o . d
1976-77 *

(b) The main reasons for the losses
are:—

(i) Out-dated technology adopted
for the manufacture of iron and
steel;

(ii) the interest burden is dispre-
portionately high;

(iii) Higher cost of inputs;

(iv) Increased wages to steel work-
ers;

(v) Inadequate attention paid in
the past to replacements repairs. etc,
and

(vi) Fall in demand for spun pipes
produced at Kulti.

(c) The following steps have been
taken, or are proposed to be taken, to
improve the economic viability of
IISCO:—

(i) Plant Rehabilitation Scheme
at a cost of Rs, 61 crores is being
implemented to restore the capacity
of the stee] plant at Burnpur to its
rated level. About 80 per cent of
the scheme has been completed;

(ii) Certain other capital schemes
estimated to cost about Rs. 425

Profit (+,
Loss (~)
(Rs. Crores’

(+Y1°0§
(—) 561

(—) 11°24 (estimated)

crores over the next ten years, have
also been undertaken for increased
productivity and sustained produc-
tion;

(iii) The technology used at pre-
sent in the steel plant for manu-
facture of iron and steel, is out-
dated. Schemes for modernisation of
iron and steel making facilities are
being formulated;

(iv) Some measures to strengthen
the management structure of the
plant have been taken;

(v) It is proposed to examine and,
if necessary. suitably restructure the
company's capital so that the debt
equity ratio is reasonable.

Telephone Facilities to Rural Areas

1625. SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVELU:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the precise position obtaining in
regard to provision of telephone faci-
litieg in rural areas;
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(h) the ‘criteria under which such
facilitieg are provided in rural areas;

(c) the current availability of tele-
whone services in rural areas of Salem
District of Tamil Nadu;

(d) whether Government propose to
develop such facilities ag a regular
measure; ar(|

(e) if 5o, the outlineg thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA.-
TIONS (SIIRI GEORGE FERNAN-
DES): (a) and (b). Normally tcle-
phone facility is provided at a place
having a post office if the proposal is
financially viable. In order to extend
_ this facility to underdeveloped areas,
a liberal policy is followed for for
providing telephone facilities at the
following categories of stations irres-
pective of the revenue earned and
loss sustained:—

(1) District headquarters.

(2) Sub Divisional headquarters.
(3) Tehsil headquarters.

(4) Sub Tehsil headquarters.
(5) Block headquarters.

(6) Places having a population
exceeding 10.000

In the following categorics of sta-
tions, the telephone facility is provid-
ed if the anticipated annual revenus
is at least 25 per cent of the Annual
Recurring Expenditure (ARE):

(1) Places beyond 40 Kms. from
a working telephone exchange.

(2) Places having population of
5,000 situated within 12,5 Kms. of
an existing exchange,

(3) Tourist/pilgrim centres,

(4) Agricultural/irrigation " and
power project sites/townships.

In these four categories of stations,
the condition of minimum revenue is

801 Ls—e6,

ASADHA 2, 1899 (SAKA)
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further relaxed to 15 per cent of the
ARE in the case of backward areas,
and 10 per cent of ARE in the case of
hilly areas. For both hill and back-
ward areas, the population limit is
a'so relaxed to 2,500.

If a place does not fall under any
of the above categories and the scheme
to provide a Public Call Office at the
place is showing a loss, the facility
can be provided on rent and guarantee
basis provided some interested party
is willing to idemnify the loss to the
Departm.ent.

The position relating to provision of
telephone facility at various category
staltions is shown in the attached
Statement.

(¢) The number of places having
tclephone facilities in the rural arecas
of Sa'em District is 52.

(d) Yes, Sir.

(e) The facilities are being provid-
ed in a phased manner as per policy
at (a) and (b) above. During the 5th
Five Year Plan it was proposed to
provide Public Call Offices (PCO) fa-
cilities at 3,500 places. In the first
three years of the Plan, 2582 places
have been provided with 4elephone

facilities.

Statement

gla]e'ne ot ghmpt"lg f’""l‘”’"n Of Te[epho"e
facility ar various CategoT es of stations

as o I- [-197/

Category of statiors.  Total No. No. vro-

vided
with
Tele-
phone
facili-
ties
R R T B
1. District _}—I.—Q. 384 379
2. Sub Tivisiond] H.Q. 646 <06
3. Tehsil H.Q. 1597 1565
4. Sub Tehsil H.Q. T 283 212
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' 1 2 3
s. Block H.Q. . 3556 2916
6. Places with populationof

10,000 or more * 1059 or14
7. Places with population of

§,0000r moresituated

within 12-5 Kms. of

an existing exchine, 1797°¢ 1005
8. Placss in remote locali- . 168

tiess.e..p'aces at having
a Telephone Exchan-
ges within 40 Kms.
radial distance.

9. Tourist/ Pilgrim Centres ;4 168
10. Agriculture ‘Irrigation "y 95

and Power Projcct
sites and townships. -

ToraL 8018

¢ Sahdisct th ¢z with opriing o
new exchanges.

4. Cases cywsidered a: and when they
arctakenup.

fagrr & ademd w1 wwaEn
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sty € car wwowW (s
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Relations with Neighbouring
Countries

1827. SHRI SOMNATH CHATTER-
JEE: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state the posi-
tive steps; if any, being contemplated





