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{c¢) The main objective of the Plan
is to increase coffee production, which
in turn wiil simultaneously provide
employment for the people of this area,
increase availability of coffee both for
internal consumption and for exports
earning additional foreign exchange.
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Review of Recommendations of sixth
Finance Commission

4402. SHRI  ANNASAHEBRB P.
SHINDE: Will the Minister of
FINANCE, AND REVENUE AND

BANKING be pleased to state whe-
ther Government of India  propose
0 review the recommendations of
the 6th Finance Commission regard-
ing Central assistance to State Gov-
ernments in the background of re-
peated representations or requests
from the Members of Parliament and
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some State Governments and also in
the light of some assurances given
by Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation in the past?

THE MINISTER OF T INANCE,
REVENUE AND BANKING (SHRI H.
M. PATEL): There is no proposal to
review the recommendation of the
Sixth Finance Commission regarding
policy and arrangements for financing
of relief expenditure by the States
affected by national calamities. This
matter has, however, been includeq in
the terms of reference of the Seventh
Finance Commission.

Production and Export of Tea

4403. SHRI DHARMAVIR VASI-
SHT: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND
COOPERATION be pleased to state:

{a) the position of Tea Industry
in our National] Economy with spe-
cial reference to its share in the
Gross National Product Export Trade
and EmpIOyment;

(b) whether our yjeld per hectare
is the highest in the world; and

(¢) whether the total production
as well as exports have stagnated; if
so. the reasons for the same and
steps taken to increase production
and exports of tea?

TAdE MINISTER OF COMMERCE,
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO0OPE-
RATION (SHRI MOHAN DHARIA):
(a) Contribution of the Tea Industry
to the Gross National Product based on
auction price is estimated at about
Rs. 640 crores in 1976 or about 1 per
cent of G.N.P. Export earnings from
tea (Rs. 273 crores in 1976-77) repre-
sented about 5.5 per cent of country’s
total export earnings. About 7.7 lakh
labourers are.employed in tea planta-
tions and nearly a milion workerg are
estimated to be employed in the tea
trade and its various ancillary indus-

tries.
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(b) Among Black tea producing
countries India has the highest yield
per hectare. However, Japan which
produces green tea is having a higher
yield rate than India for that type of
tea. z

(c) No, Sir. On the contrary the
production and exports have been ris-
ing steadily in the past few years. As
against a production of 456 M, Kgs. in
1972, production rose to 511.82 M. Kgs-
during 1976. Exports anqd earnings
therefrom rose from 198 M. Kgs. valu-
ed at Rs. 151.14 crores in 1972 to
233.61 M. Kgs. valued at Rs. 273 crores
in 1976 (provisional).

Pay scales of selection grade Audi-
tors of Indian Audit and Accounts

Department
4404. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE.

AND REVENUE AND BANKING be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
pay of some of the Selection Grade
Auditors of the Indian Audit and
Accounts Department will stagnate
before 10 to 16 years of their relire-
ment; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor and
the steps to be taken to redress their
grievances?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE,
AND REVENUE AND BANKING
(SHRI H. M. PATEL): (a) As per
information available on record some
Selection Grade Auditors will stay
at the maximum for 10 years and
more before their retirement.

(b) An item “Removal of stagnation
in the Selection Grade AuditorsCadre”
came up for discussion in the last
meeting of the Departmental Council;
Indian Audit gnd Accounts Depart-
ment, and was remitted to a Commit-
tee of the Council for further conside-
ration. The Committee has since been
appointed and its recommendations are
awaited.
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Beq Capacity in Hotels

4406. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL:
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) the total bed capacity in hotels
categorised for foreign tourists at pre-
sent; is it sufficient to accommodate
the present rate of tourist traffic to
India;

(b) the number of new beds that
could be increased in private and
public sectors during the past three
years; and was their number in con-
sonance with the expected increase in
tourist traffic; and

(c) whether there is a proposal to
grant more licences for more hotels
to be built in private sector and whe-





