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625. SHRI S. KUNDU: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any move to 
overhaul the work of the Indian Mis
sions abroad; and

(b) if so, whether any direction has 
been given in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF LXTERXAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ
PAYEE); (11) ana (I). The working of 
Indian Missions is under constant 
review and suitable directions arc 
given to Missions to jmpruvo their c-fll- 
ciency, -vhcnever necessary.

Reducing the working hours of watch
men of Tele-Communications

626. DR. SARADISH ROY Will the 
Minister o! COMMi XJCATIOX3 oe 
please^ to stale;

(a) whether Post and Telegraph 
Department is extracting 12-hour duty 
from Ihe watchmen working on the 
Tele-commur.ications side; an<j

(b) if so, whether instructions are 
proposed to be issued to the authori
ties to reduce !he working hours of 
watchmen on telecom side?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA
TIONS «SHRI GEORGE FERNAN
DES): / a) The duty hours of w?*tcn 
men called chowkidars depend upon 
the nature of dutj, they hnve to per
form. Chowkirtars maintain a genoral 
watch over th; property and stores. 
They also keep a watch over buildings 
at night Such Chowkidars lire rrdi- 
narily given 12 hours d«ly a day. On 
the other hand where chowkidars: are 
required t> maintain active w;itch over 
the property or stores, which involves 
sustained mental and/or physical effort 
and/or alertness the duty hours of 
such chowkidars are 48 hours per 
week; they are generally given 8 hours 
duty a day. •
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(b) The duty hours of chowiiidars 
are under review.
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Indo-British Talks on Non-Alignment

628. SHRI R. K. JAIN: WiU the
Minister cf EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Le 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any talks between 
India and Britain were recently held 
in London reiterating India's desire 
to pursue genuine non-alignment in 
world affairs; and

(b) if so, the outcome of talks?

THE MINTSTFft OF EX1ERNAL 
AFFAIRS iSHHI ATAL BTHARI VAJ
PAYEE); (a) Yes, Sir.

(b> Both sides exchanged views on 
various international and bilateral 
issues. This resulted in a Letter appi*?- 
uation of e*oh other's policies and 
I ositions.
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Provision of Phone Facilities to Vil- 
lages of Ahmedabad

630. SHRI PRASANNBHAI MEHTA: 
Will the Minister cf COMMUNICA
TIONS be pleas id to state;

(a) whether Government have
undertaken a scheme for providing
phone service to 2000 more villages in 
Ahmedabad this year;

(b) if so, the number of villages 
which will still be left uncovered;

(c) the number of total applications 
received upto April, 1977 for telephone 
connections in the Ahmedabad alone;

(d) the steps which are being taken 
to provide the connections; and

<e) when the Government are likely 
to connect the each and every village 
of the Gujarat State provided with 
phone service?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA
TIONS (SHRI GEORGE FERNAN
DES): (a) No. Sir. Ip Ahrnrdabac1 
revenue district 51 villages ;ire provid
ed with telephone facility ana one ir.ore 
village is prop>sed to te provided with 
this facility during 1917-78.

(b) 653 villages will be left uncover-^ 
ed as at the ei*d of 1J77-7Q.

(c) The lOtil number of epphcations 
for telephone connections pending at 
the end of April, 1977 was 8,35tf.

(d) Adequate expansion of Ahme- 
bad Telephone system has been plan
ned in 977-78 to n.eet the ateve de
mands substantial!/.




