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Education for weaker sectiong of

society

147. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will
the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government have
stressed the need for a vigorous pro-
gramme to ensure that the benefits of
education reach the weaker sections
of the society; and

(b) if so, the salient features of the
programmes?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) and (b). The suecessive
Plans have emphasised acceleration
in the provision of -educational facili-
ties for the weaker sections of the
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society and in educationally backward
areas. An Educational Survey was
conducted in the courtry as a whole
to determine the facilities available
for education at school level and to
identify areas and habitations which
require such facilities, These will in-
clude backward areas and deprived
sections of the population. The pro-
grammes aiming at universalisation of
elementary education are primarily
designed to cater to the needs of girls,
socially and economically under-pri-
vileged sections of population and
backward areas. The provisions for
elementary education in the State
Plans are earmarked.

Incentives like mid-day meals, free
uniforms, textbooks and stationery,
attendence scholarships are advocated
to attract and retajin in schools
students from the weaker sections of
the population. These programmes are
administered by State Government.

The Central Government adminis«
ters a scheme of rural scholarships
covering bright students from rural
areas on means-cum-merit basis.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
operates a number of schemes for the
welfare of Scheduled Castes and
Tribes such as assistance for girls’
hostels, post-matric scholarships and
pre and post-matric scholarships for
children of those engaged in unclean
occupations like scavenging, sweeping
etc. Integrated tribal development
projects have been initiated with a
view to promote mlround development
including education in tribal areas.

The University Grants Commission
has formulated schemes to assist
development of colleges in backward
areas which cater to the requirements
of weaker sections of the population.
Book banks of text-books are opened
in colleges and schools to assist the
weaker sections.

The Nehru <Yuvak XKendras are
organising programmes of: non-formal
education such as adult literacy,
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functional literacy, rural sports ete.,
aimed at the weaker sections in rural
areas. The Central Government are
also organising non-formal education
programme for the youth in the age
group’ 15—25. and functional literdcy
programme for farmers in collabora-
fion with the States.

Upper Indravati Project

149. SHRI P. K. DEO: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

- (a) whether the upper Indravati
Project in Orissa has been cleared by
the Central Water and Power Com-
mijssion and by -the .Techaical Advi-
sory Committee of the Planning Com-
mission; ang

(b) how many. acres of lang it will
irrigate and how much power is to
be generated and its total cost?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
PARKASH SINGH BADAL): (a)
The Upper Indravati Project was con-
sidered by "the Technical Advisory
Cammittee  in, its meeting held on
18th December, 1976. ‘The Committee
considered thal the project needed
more detailed studies with regard to

certain technical and other aspects.

The project has since b&ep visited by
a Member of the Central Water Com-
mission and the State Government has
been advised to carry out further in-
vestigations and to suitably modify the
project report,

(b) The' projeet report as prepared
by the State Government envisages
annual irrigation of 2.19 lakh heetares
and generation of 227 MW of powef
&t 100 per cént load factor. The pro-
ject is presently estimated to cosc
Rs. 208.14 crores.
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