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Foodgrains storage problem Plans for Irrigation System

75. SHRI R V. SWAMINATHAN 
SHRI PRASANNBHAI MEHTA:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state;

(a) whether entire storage space 
has been utilised and no scientific 
godown capacity is available and 
about five million tonnes of foodgrains 
were being stored under the cover 
and plintfa;

(b) if  so, the total capacity of 
the Central and the State Warehous­
ing Corporations at present;

(c) whether the bumper crops last 
year ■ana 'likeiy good crop th®-year
had created a, storage problem;

(d) if so, what immediate steps are 
being taken in this regard; and

- (e) whether Government pre acti­
vely considering to seek assistance 
from the World Bank for setting up
the storages?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
PARKASH SINGH BADAL): (a ):
Yes, Sir.

(b) The total capacity available 
with J’ooa Corporation of India,“Cen­
tral Warehousing Corporation r i&nd 
State Warehousing Corporations

^P^OQed, JB r̂ejl 23.98
million tonnies. ' •r-. : ‘

(c) Yes, Sir

(d)_and . (e ).. The steps in-
'fehtSe building' up of additional storage 
space, .optirautri’uttllsatiotfTOf ithe exist­
ing capacity, inyitjngr^flrs pri­
vate parties for construction of jjo- 
downs 'on guaranteed oc£up&tion, 
coQfitructioxrnQf buffer stDTage godowns 
with the assistance, p i the World Bank 
ete.

76. SHRI S. D. SOMASUNDAKAM : 
SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
SHRI D. D. DESAI:

WlU the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state;

(a) whether Government propose 
to implement plans for a- country­
wide irrigation system;

(b) if so, the broad outlines of the 
plans, the outlay proposed; and

(c) the projected time of comple­
tion?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI PARKASH 
SINGH BADAL): (a) to (c). An in­
tegrated system of irrigation is con­
sidered necessary in view of deficient 
or unevenly distributed rainfall in the 
country. However, before investiga­
tions for such long-term scheme are 
taken up it is essential to first study, 
in depth, the position of surpluses and 
Shortages ih various basins, sub-basins 
and regions and determine possibilities 
for inter-basin and inter-regional trans­
fer of waters taking into consideration 
the minimum needs of drought prone 
areas. Such a study is on hand by the 
Central Water Commission.

Siich a cou?ityywide, studies arid in­
vestigations are by their nature long­
term. Only thereafter cost estimates 
could be assessed at.

Support prfce of wheat

- 77. SHRI S. D, SOMASUNDARAM: 
<;-.(Will the, Minister of AGRICULTUP-E 

AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state; «.

(a) whether the support price o f 
wheat at Rs. 110/- per quintal fixed 
for the current season has been wel­
comed “by alt sections of the people;

(b) the total subsidy that the Cen­
tral Government have to pay at the

1 -increased priee and its effect on the* 
-economy; and




