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covered storage accommodation. At 
presnet 6,69,557 bags of wheat are 
stored in open on wooden orates cover, 
ed with polythene covers and properly 
lashed with nylon ropes. Adequate 
steps are being taken for proper 
maintenance of stocks.
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Food Policy

26. SHRI M. N GOVINDAN NAIR: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether new food policy has 
affected the prices of wheat;

(b ) if so, the brief account there
of;

(c) whether the new food policy has 
affected the procurement of food
grains too; and

(d) if go, the facts thereof?"

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI PARKASH 
SINGH BAIDAL) ■ (a) to (d). Govern
ment have decided to purchase all 
wheat of fair average quality offered 
for sale by the farmers at the price of 
Rs 110/- per quintal fixed for all 
varieties. Zonal restrictions on move
ment of wheat have been removed to 
enable the agriculturist to get even a 
higher price for his produce and to 
ensure better open market availability 
in the deficit states. Since the procure
ment this year will largely has by way 
of support only, the total procurement 
may be less than last year’s. However, 
in view of the comfortable stock posi
tion of foodgrains with the Govern
ment and easy market availability, the 
demands of the public distribution 
system will be fully met and thus the 
open market prices would be kept 
under check.
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