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6215. SHRI S. S. SOMANI: Will the
Minister of STEEL AND MINES he

pleased to state:

(a) whether the Governments of
the drought affected Stateg had
sought assistance in getting steel, ce-
ment and R.C.C. pipes for the purpose
of uft irrigation and other schemes
to face the serious scarcity situation;

(b) 1f so0, the demand made by each
State and the quantity allotted and
supplied to each State so far; and

(e) what is the critena for alloca-
tion and ass.stance?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI BIJU PATNAIK):
(a) to (c). The availability position of
steel has improved considerably during
the last few years and there is no con-
trol over its distribution at present.
The question of any allotment does

not arise.

2. As regards RC (' pipes also. there
is no control on their distribution,
These pipes arce made hy units in the
small scale, the medium secale and the
large si-ale sectors

3. Regarding cement. while no special
request for ullocation has been received
recently, for purposeg of lift irriga.
tion and other schemes trom any State,
the State of Ornissa hal requested for
restoration of the cut of 18 per cent in
the allocation which had been made
uniformly in respect of all States, on
the ground that most parts of Orissa
were going through revere drought
and a number of develnrment projects
had been taken up o provide employ-
ment to the people affected by drought.
However, it was nct found possible to
exempt this State form the cut, in view
of the unsatisfactory position of avail-
ability of power in the country.
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Durgapur Steel Plant

6217. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Wil
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether an agreement to con-
struct the 5A battery at the Durgapur
Steel Plant was reached between
Hinglustan Stee] anq Metallurgical and
Engineering Consultants (India) Ltd.
and Engineering Project (India) Ltd.
in May, 1973;





