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(b) if go, the reaction of Govern
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF* MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) Yes.

(b) While converting the Pbona- 
Miraj Metre Gauge line into broad 
gauge, a new alignment was adopted 
to bring the main Sangli town on the 
main line and a new broad gauge 
station has been built for the purpose. 
The new location ior a broad gauge 
station was also inescapable due to 
the area in and around the existing 
metre gauge alignment and Sangli 
station being heavily built up. The 
decision to re-align the line between 
Miraj and Sangli and the new location 
of the Sangli station were approved 
by the Maharashtra State Government. 
It is, therefore, not possible to accept 
the demand at this stage.

Conversion of Miraj-L*tur Line into 
Broad Gauge Line

17. SHRI ANNASAHEB GOT- 
KHINDE; Will the Minister of RAIL- 
WAYS be pleased to state the latest 
position regarding the conversion of 
Miraj-Latur narrow gauge line on 
South Central Railway into Broad 
gauge?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): 
Preliminary Engineering-cum-Traffic 
surveys for the conversion of Miraj- 
Kurduvadi-Latur Narrow Gauge sec
tions to Broad Gauge, and construction 
of a new Broad Gauge line from Latur 
to Latur Road have been carried out. 
The Survey Reports have been 
examined and it is found that the 
project is very unremunerative. The 
availability of resources do not permit 
this work to be taken up now.

Improvement of Workshop at Arako- 
nam (Southern Railway)

18. SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether any proposal for im
provement and streamlining of the 
workshop at Arakonam on Southern 
Railway has been taken up; and

(b) if so, the main features there
of?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) No.

(b) Does not arise.

Payment of Bonus to Railway 
Employees

19. SHRI VASANT SATHE:
SHRI K. (RAMAMURTHY:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the question of pay
ment of bonus to the Railway em
ployees is under consideration of 
Government; and

(b) if not, whether Government 
propose to consider it during 1977-78?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) and (b). As far as bonus issue is 
concerned, as stated by me in, this 
House on 29th March, 1977, this issue 
has been complicated by the former 
Government. Since that has intro
duced a new Bonus Policy for the 
country, we will have to re-examine 
the entire issue in depth, before we 
take any concrete steps.

R lfflng in Lok Sabha flection in 
West Bengal

20. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Wilt 
the Minister of LAW, JUSTICE AND 
COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether it has been alleged 
by the CPI(M) Leftist Front, Janata 
Party and the Congress for Demo
cracy that the Congress Party in 
West Bengal restored to large-scale




