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Fast train from Gondia to Bombay
V.T,

\
4. SHRI GEV, M. AVARI: Will the

Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any ‘proppsals  have
been received to run a fast train from
Gondia to Bombay V.T.; and
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(b) whether  Government are
aware of the demand for running
«Vidarbha Express’ on the abouve
route in the same manner as Tamil
Nadu or Andhra Pradesh Express?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS

(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) Yes,
(b) Yes.
Conversion of Rupsa-Talband Line

into Broag Gauge Line

5. SHRI S. KUNDU: Will the Minis-
ter of RAILWAYS be pleased to state
at what stage is the proposal to convert
the metre gauge Railway line of Rupsa-
Talband in Orissa into broad gauge?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
Based on the recommendations of the
Uneconomic Branch Lines Committee,
a Traffic Survey for conversion of
Rupsa-Talband Narrow Gauge section
into Broad Gauge was carried out in
1971. The estimated cost of conversion
of Rupsa-Bangriposi line covering a
distance of 89 kms. was found to be
Rs. 3.79 crores and the Discounted
Cash Flow (D.CF.) rate of return
2.53 per cent against the requirement
of 10 per cent for making a project
remunerative, A fresh assessment of
the traffic potential of this line is.
however, being made, taking into
account the latest developments in the
area.

Drilling at Bakultala and Bodra in

West Bengal

6. SHRI SOUGATA ROY: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM be pleased 1o
state:

(a) the results of exploratory drik
ling at Bakultala and Bodra in the
South of West Bengal; and

(b) the progress made so far?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS & FERTILIZERS





