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(a) whether any study has been made to
ascertain the hazards posed by the sand
dunes at Munambam, Kerala; and

(b) measures being adopted to over-
come these hazards ? ~

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNO-
LOGY AND MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENTS OF OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT, ATOMIC ENERGY, ELEC-
TRONICS AND SPACE (SHRI K.R.
NARAYANAN) : (a) and (b). loformation
is being collected and will be placed on the
Table of the House.

Fuel from Uranium Sand

4645. SHRI H.B. PATIL : Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have taken
steps for processing fuel from uranium sand
during the last few years for the purpose of
using it for development of atomic energy;

(b) if so, the estimated deposits of
uranium sand in our couatry; and

(c) the steps taken for its developmex}t
to make the country self-sufficient in this

regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNO-
LOGY AND MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENTS OF OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT, ATOMIC ENERGY, ELEC-
TRONICS AND SPACE (SHR] K.R,
NARAYANAN) : (a) Io addition to the
uranium which occurs 1n many parts of the
country in different rock formulations such
as the Singhbhum Thrust Belt Area of the
Bihar State, Urapium and Thorium are also
available as by-product when rare carths is
extracted from monazite which is found in
the beach placers along the coastal tracts of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh and Mabarashtra.

(b) The estimated reserves of uranium
in different grades of ore is 73,000 M.
Tonpes and the estimated reserves of mona-
zite are approximately 3,00,000 tonpes which
contain about 0.25% of Uragium Oxide.
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(c) The country is already self-sufficient
in natural uranium fuel. Steps to develop
new uranium mines and pew plans to
process monazite are under consideration.

National Parks and Games Sanctuaries in
Maharashtra

4646. SHRI R.M. BHOYE : Will the
Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state :

(a) the targets fixed by Union Govern.
ment for the better performance as well as
opening of National Parks and Wild Life
Sanctuaries in the country during the Sixth
Five Year Plan;

(b) the number of National Parks and
game sanctuaries in the State of Maha-

& rashtra; and

(c) whether Union Government and the
State Government have evolved any mecha-
nism to monitor the results of the protec-
tion efforts in the National Parks and game
sanctvaries ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (SHRI Z R. ANSARD : (a) No

such target was fixed by the Union Govern-
ment.

(b) Maharashtra Government has esta-
blished four national parks and eleven wild-
life sactuaries.

(c) Yes, Sir.

Denudation of Forests in West Bengal

4647. SHR1 BASUDEB ACHARIA
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state :

(a) whether State Government of West
Bengal bave submitted a Scheme to Ubion
Government to check large scale denudation
of Forests in Ayodhya Hill;

(b) whether that scheme will help about
two thousand landless families; and

(c) if so, the steps Union Government
have taken in this regard ?





