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5. Rate of Interest

VAISAKHA 4, 1911 (SAKA)
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LIBOR (London International Bank of-
fered rate) Flat.

6. Management Fee 5/16% flat.
7. Agency Fee US$ 5000 per annum.
Malitri Station In Antarctica Setting up of forest Lodges

6704. SHRI H.A. DORA: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether India has been since set up
the Maitri station in Antarctica; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOL -
OGY AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF OCEAN DEVELOP-
MENT, ATOMIC ENERGY, ELECTRON-
ICS AND SPACE (SHR! K.R. NARAY-
ANAN): (a) India's permanent station at
Maitri has been set up.

(b) The construction work for the Maitri
station began during the summer of 1987-88
and has been completed during the summer
of 1988-89. 26 members of a wintering team
have been left behind in this station as all life
supporting systems in it are functional. The
utilities are being tested and in the course of
the year modifications and refinements are
expected to be taken up. The station has
been built for usual accommodation of 16
scientists and supporting personnel with
scientific laboratory, living, kitchen, dining,
repair facilities etc. The station has been
designed by the Defence Research & Devel-
opment Organisation, built by the Army
Corps of Engineers, assisted by the expedi-
tion members of the 7th and 8th expeditions
andfully funded by the Department of Ocean

Development.

6705. SHRI VAKKOM PU-
RUSHOTHAMAN: Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION AND TOURISM be pleased to
state:

(a) the forest lodges being set up inthe
country with a view to promote tourism; and

(b) the places where these are being
set up and the capacity of each of them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION AND
TOURISM (SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL): (a)
and (b). Forest Lodges being set up in the
country are:-

Location Capacity
Manas (Assam) 67
Siju (Meghalaya) 20
Madumalai (Tamilnadu) 18
Parambikulam (Kerala) 32
Neyyar Dam (Kerala) 32
Dhangarhi (U.P.) 42

Tourist Centre 3 for Foreign tourists

6706. SHRI VAKKOM PU-
RUSHOTHAMAN: Willthe Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION AND TOURISM be pleased to
state:
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(a) whether Government propose to set
up some tourist centres exclusive for foreign
tourists to encourage tourism, and

(b) i so, the details thereof including the
location of each of them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION AND
TOURISM (SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Explosion in Dehu Road Ordnance
Factory, Pune

6707. PROF. RAMKRISHNA MORE:
SHRI BANWARI LAL PURO-
HIT:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether an explosion ripped
through the Dehu Road Ordnance factory at
Puneon 26 March, 1989; if so, the number of
persons who died and how many were in-
jured;

(b) whether the exact cause of the
explosion has since been ascertained; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and further
steps Government propose to take to pro-
vide safety to the workers engaged in ord-
nance factories in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE PRODUC-
TION & SUPPLIES IN THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENCE (SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI): (a) Yes, sir. As a.result of the
explosion, four industrial workers died, 16
industrial workers received minor injuries.

(b) and (c). A Board of Enquiry under
the Controller of Quality Assurance (Military

APRIL 24, 1989
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Explosives) has been constituted on 26.3.89
by the Ordnance Factories Board Calcuttato
ascertain the cause of the accident and
suggest remedial measures. The report of
the Board of Enquiry is awaited in the Minis-
try. In addition to all safety provisions in force
in the Ordnance Factories; at present, any
further remedial measures suggested by the
Enquiry Board will also be duly considered
for adoption of receipt of the report of the
Board on enquiry by the Ordnance Factories
Board.

Encouragement to Youth to Join NDA

6708. PROF. RAMKRISHNA MORE:
SHRI BANWARI LAL PURO-
HIT:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a sharp decline in
the in-take of cadets in the National Defence
Academy during the past few months;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether Government propose to
encourage the youth to join NDA and also
propose to provide better amenities; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE PRODUC-
TION & SUPPLIERS IN THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENCE (SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI): (a) and (b). There has been a slight
shortfall in the last NDA Batch (Jan 1989))
due to recent upgradation in the educational
qualification (from 10+1 to 10+2) and unex-
pectedly larger failure in the medical test.

(c) and (d). Continuing efforts are made
to improve the training and attract the most
talented youth to join the NDA.





