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TARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCASTING 
(SHRI H.K.L.BHAGAT) : (a) to (c). The Infor-
mation is fumished in the statement laid on 
the Table of the House [Plaesed in library 
588 No.L T -6568/88] 

Discovery of ra'e fungus by Vector 
Control Research Centre, Pondtcherry 

4396. SHRI SHANTllAl PATEL 
SHRI S.B.SIDNAl: 

Will the MInister of INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Vector Control Re-
search Centre (VCRC) In Pondlcherry has 
discovered a rare fungus of Immense com-
mercial value which IS considered to be a 
source of a hfe saving drug In great demand, 

(b) If so, whether this discovery h'is 
gIven a chance for Indian drug firms to enter 
the world market In a big way; 

(c) If.so, the details thereof, and 

(d) to what extent thiS drug Will be 
manufactured In India? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI 
J VENGAl RAO ) . (a) to (c) Yes, Sir The 
SCientists working at the Vector Control 
Research Centre, Pondlcherry have suc-
ceeded In IsolatlOg and IdentifYing an active 
metabolrte-Cyclosponne from a fungal ISO-
late. ThiS compound IS used as an Immuno 
suppressant to prevent relectlon phenome-
non In graft-operation It IS an expensive 
drug and IS Imported Into India Efforts are 
underway for commercial prodlJctlon of 
cyclosportne As and when It IS acl"Heved, It 
would be poSSible for the Indian Pharmaceu-
tical firms to enter the world market 

(d) It IS difficult to say anything at thIS 
stage. 

[ Trans/atlon] 

linking of Mand Collieries with Mand 
Thermal Power Project, Madhya 

Pradesh 

4397. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH 
SHRI ARVIND NET AM 

W,ll tho U,n.e:tor nf r"'r:~~v 1'\0 

pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Central Electricity Au-
thority has recently Informed that the joint 
Mand Thermal Power Project of Madhya 
Pradesh and GUJarat has not been consid-
ered for linking with Mand Collieries upto 
1990-95; 

(b) whether Government are in a posi-
tion to reserve surplus coal of these collieries 
for the above mentioned project which is 
most essential to meet the Increasing de-
mand of power In the western areas of 
Madhya Pradesh, 'f not the reasons there-
fore, 

(c) the time by whIch the coal for this 
project IS hkely to be allotted; and 

(d) whether Government propose to 
reserve the coal of thiS area for thiS proJect? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF POWER IN THE MINIS-
TRY OF FNERGY (SHRI KALPNATH RAJ) 
(a)to (d) The MandThermal Power ProJect 

would be considered for Yielding benefits In 
1he tlme'rame of Ninth Plan and beyond. 

The logical source of coal supply for the 
proposed Mand Thermal Power statIOn is 
the.Mano-Ralgarh coalfield The exploratIOn 
work In thiS coalfield IS In progress and it JS 
expected to take about two years time before 
a geological report IS ready Thereafter, the 
feaSIbIlity of mining coal has to be estab-
lished The questron of coal linkage to the 
Thermal Power Station can be considered 
only after the completion of detailed explora-
tion, preparation of geological report and 
establishment of the feaSIbIlity of coal pro-
duction 

Supply of Power to W&stern Area by 
VindhyachaJ Thermal Power Grid 

4398 SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH: Will 
the MInister of ENERG Y be pleased to state 
the time by which arrangements would be 
made to supply Power to Eastern area by 
Vlndhyachal Thermal Power Gnd con-
structed by tile NatIOnal Thermal Power 




