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Disciplinary action against the officials found 
at fault is also taken if warranted. The Gov-
ernment also refers complaints . received by 
it to coal companies for investigation and 
remedial ~ion. Efforts are made to see that 
grievances of consumers are redressed to 
the extent possible. " 

Autonomy for Telecom. Department 

953. SHRI VISHNU MODI: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal envis-
aging greater autonomy and flexibility forthe 
Telecom. Department realistic pricing of the 
service ensuring adequate rate of return and 
generation of internal resources and crea-
tion of a separate financing body for the 
sector; 

(b) if so, the salient features of the 
scheme; and 

(c) the time by which a final decision is 
likely to be taken on the said proposal? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
GIRIDHAR GOMANGO): (a) Yes,Sir. 

(b) and (c). Various alternatives are 
being examined; it would be difficult to indi-
cate the precise shape of reorganisation 
which would finally emerge or the time by 
which final decision would be taken in the 
matter. 

Setting up of Haldla petrochemical 
Complex 

954. SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA: 
SHRt AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 
SHRI CHinA MAHATA: 
SHRtlNDRAJIT GUPTA: 
SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHER-

JEE: 

KUMARI MAMATA BANER-
JEE: 

SHRI PIYUSH TIRAKY: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the initial estimated cost of the 
Petrochemical Comptex at Haldia in West 
Bengal when the proposal for establishing 
the project 'was submitted to Union Govern-
ment; 

(b) the cost escalation over the years 
since the pro\ect was c\eared by Un\on 
Government and the letter of intent was 
issued and the present estimated cost of the 
project; 

(c) the reasons for delay in commis-
sioning the project and the remedy for the 
same; 

(d) whether the issues relaUng to tie up 
of resources etc. have been resolved; and 

(e) when the project is likely to start 
functioning? 

THE MINISTER OF JNDU~TRY (SHRJ 
J. VENGAL RAO): (a) and (b). The cost of 
the PetfQchem\ca\ Complex at Haldia was 
initially estimated in the year 1980 at Rs. 428 
crores. The estimated cost has gone up'to 
Rs. 1470 crores. 

(c) to (e). The party are yet to take 
effective steps like tying up of funds, filing 
application for the import of capital goods 
etc. 

Completion of Power Projects in 
Northern Region 

955. SHRI MOHO. MAHFOOZ ALI 
KHAN: Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 
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(a) !he percentage rise in the cost of 
power projects in the northern region, the 
completion and commissioning of which 
have been inordinately delayed at the end of 
1987 as compared to their estimated cost; 

(b) the main reasons for delay in their 
completion stating the period by which eact 
of these power projects has been delayed; 

(c) the measures taken by Government 
to accelerate the process of their completion 
stating the period by which these projects 
are now likely to be completed; and 

(d) the estimated additional power 
generation likely to be added to the existing 
power availability in the northern region as a 
result thereof? 

THE MINI::sTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF POWER IN THE MINIS-
TRY OF ENERGY (SHRI KALPNATH RAI): 
(a). The desired information in respect of 
medium and major power projects is given in 
the Statement below. 

(b) The delay in the commissioning of 
the projects is indicated in the Annexure. 
The main reasons affecting the commission-

ing scheduled of power projects include 
delays in environment and forest clearance, 
placement of orders, and in supply of equip-
ment, changes in the scope of the works, 
delays in acquisition of land and in execution 
of civil works and, at times, due to con-
straints of funds. 

(c) The likely commissioning schedule 
of the projects is indicated in the Annexure. 
A number of measures have been taken to 
assist the StateIProject authorities in expe-
diting the implementation of power 
projects. These measures indude regular 
monitoring of the projects by the Central 
Electricity Authority to expedite supply of 
equipment and materials, visits to the project 
sites by engineers of the Central Electricity 
Authority to resolve problems and organi-
sing review meetings of agencies concerned 
to coordinate pro~ect implementation. The 
need to obviate time and cost overruns in 
project implementation is being constantly 
emphasised on Project authorities. . 

(d) With tht1 commissioning of these 
medium and major projects a capacity of 
8839 MW is likely to be added to the existing 
capacity of Northern Region. 
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