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(d) and ($). There are no defects in 
these helicopters and as such. the question 
of setting up of a h~gh powered enquiry 
committee does not arise. 

Introduction of New Flights by Air India 

1943 PROF. NARAIN CHAND PAR-
ASHAR: Will the Minister CIVIL AVIATION 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Air India propose to start 
new flights including non-stop intercontinen-
tal flights within the remaining period of the 
Seventh Five Year Plan; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether any flights to connect some 
other Asian cities or to increase the fre-
quency of the existing flights are also under 
consideration during this period; and 

(d) if so, the details _thereof and the likely 
dates by which the flights are to be intro-
duced/increased in frequency in each case? 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE AND MINISTER OF 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI MOTILAL VORA) = 

(a) and (b). Yes, Sir. While a non-stop direct 
service between Delhi/Bombay and London 
has already been introduced with effect form 
15th FebrualY, 1988, Air India plans to 
operate additional frequencies to Japan, 
london, one station in Europe an some 
additional frequencies to the Gulf after two 
Boeing 747-800 combis are inducted into 
the fl~et in October/Novomber 1988. 

(c) and (d) There is no plan to com-
mence operations to any new Asian cities. 
Howover Air India plans to Increase its s~rv
ices form 7 to 9 per week to Kuwait and from 
17 to 19 per week to Dubai, with effect form 
April. 1988. 

Newsprint Policy 

~ 944. SHRI SRJBALLAV PANIGRAHI: 
Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state; 

(a) whether Government propose to 
announce a new Newsprint policy; 

(b) if so, the salient features thereof; 
and 

(c) the steps proposed to be taken to 
implement the above policy? 

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCASTING 
(SHRI H.K.L.BHAGAT) : (a) to (c) The 
matter is under consideration. 

[ Trans/ation] 

Persons benefited under IRDP 

1945. SHRIHARISHRAWAT: Wil1the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
state the numberofpersons benefited under 
the Integrated Rural Development Pro-' 
gramme (IRDP) dlJring last two years, State-
wise, Union Territory-wis& and the number 
of persons out of them actually brought 
above the poverty line StatelUnion Territory-
wise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF AURAL ,DEVELOP-
MENT IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY): 
Under IRDP, 30.61 lakh families have been 
assisted during 1985-86 and 37.47 lakh 
families du~ing 1986-87. During the current 
year (1987-88) it is rroposed to assist 39.11 
lakh families. Against this, 29.02 lakh tami .. 
lies have been assisted upto the and of 
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January, 1988. Statewise achievement is 
given in Statements I, II & III given below. 

Crossing the poverty IinA is a gradual 
process. It takes some time to observe the 
impact of the programme. According to 

concurrent evaluation report for Januaty-
September 1987 t at the national level about 
61% of the old families have crossed the 
poverty line of Rs. 3,500/- and 13% old 
families have crClssed the revised poverty 
line of Rs. 6,400/-. 
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