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Setting up of Apple Seedling Bank

2051, SHR1 HARISH RAWAT : Will
the Miaister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state :

(a) whether Government propose to set
up apple-sceding bank with a view (o
supply modern qualny apple secdling to
gardcn owners 1n those parts of the country

where apple 18 grown,

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the steps proposed to be
taken by Government to 1ncrease per
hectare production of apples in those aiecas
with a view to bring the country at par wilh
other countries, parucularly the United
States of America in this matter ?

THE MINISTER OF S1ATE IN 1HE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULT UKFT
AND COOPERATION | IN | \THb
MINISIRY OF AGRICULTURE (dHRI
YOGENDRA MAKWANA) : (a) and (b).
At present there 1s no proposal under the
consideration of Government of lodia to
set up apple-seedling bank.

(c) Government of India is implement-
ing a centrally sponsored scheme on im-

proved techoology for quality apple pro-
duction in Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. Under

Indo-Australian Apple Technology Exten-
sion Project, improved technology for app.le
production is being imparted to grov.vefs in
Jammu and Kashmir. Super \.ra.nctws of
apple which have high productivity have
been introduced in the country, (jxovcrn.
ment of India through National Hortlcultprc
Board has taken up a project fgr product,on
and supply of quality planting ma-\tcrfal.
Under this project plants of high yielding
varicties of apples will also be produced.
Besides, State Governments are implement-
ing progiammes for incrcasn'ng apple pro-
duction. Agricultural  Universities in
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and. Kashrplr
are conducting research for improving

existing cultivation practices.
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Proposal to Close Down Loss Making
Fertiliser Units of H.F.C.

2052. SHR1 MOHD. MAHFOOZ ALl

KHAN :
SHRI1 GURl_JDAS KAMAT
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. Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Govern-
ment propose to close down the loss making
public sector fertiliser units in the country;

(b) if so, the comparative loss incurred
by each of these public sector fertiliser
units during the last three years, year-wise;

(c) the major factors responsible for the
losses; and

(d) to whet extent the production of

fertilisers by the public sector units in the

country is estimated to fall short with the
closure of the loss making units ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF FERTILIZERS IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. PRABHU) : (a) No. Sir, no .
decision has been taken to close down the
three fertilizer units of Hindustan Fertilizer
Corporation Limited,

(b) to (d). Do not arise,

Paochayati Raj Institutions

2053. SHRI SHARAD DIGHE : Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state :

(a) whether Government bave formu- -
lated any plan to rejuvenate and revitalise
Panchayati Raj institutions; -

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether the expert committee set up
under the chairmanship of Shri L.M,
Singhvi has prepared a concept paper on
law to rejuvenate and revitalise Panchayati
Raj institutions ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT IN THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE (SHRI RAMANAND
YADAV) (a) and (b). The Minister of
Agriculture and later even the Prime
Minister has written to the Chief Ministers
of State Governments including Uuion
Territories to hold regular elections to the





