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Spread of fangal disease all"ectlq sugarcane 
in Keral. 

479. PROF. K. V. THOMAS 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
pleased to state : 

Will 
be 

<a) whether a fungal disease aif("cting 
the stems of sugarcane is spreading from 
Punjab:. Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka to Kerala; 

(b) the effective steps taken to coo-
trol the disease; and 

(c) bow much loss has occurred 
to sugarcane cultivators due to this 
disease? 

THE MINISTER OF STATEIN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND COOPERATION (SHRI-
YOGENDRA MAKWANA): (a) Red 
Rot disease of sugarcane caused by a 
fungus affecting stem has been prevalent 
since long in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu but jt has not been recorded 
in Karoataka so far. It was reported in 
KeraJa (Tiruvala factory area) for the first 
time in 1981. Though there is no direct 
evidence to show that the said disease is 
spreadIng from Punjab.. Uttar Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu ..and Karnalaka to Kerala, 
probability of its spread with the move-
ment of seed material from Andhra 
Pradesh cannot be ruled out because the 
strain of the fungus found in Kerala is 
similar to that of strain of fungus in 
Andh"a Pradesh. 

(b) The followmg ~teps have been/ 
are being taken to control the disease :-

(I) Research Effort •• 

The Institutes of Indian Council ot 
Agricultural Research and Agricultural 
Universities have developed/are 
developing several Red Rot resistant/ 
tolerant varieties, as well as cultu. 
ral and maoqement practices. to 
combat the disease. Since the resistant 
varieties tend to become susceptible (or 
various reasoDS. bteediD' for resistant 
varieties remains a continuous process. 
The Rod ltot resistant varieties IikeCo 77/04 

and 6907 are the presently recommended 
varieties for lenoral cultivation in 
Kerala. 

(ii) Extension and Development ~Jfo,.t •• 

The Departments of Agriculture or 
StaJes/U. Ts concerned are advocatina/ 
popularising the following cultural/aaronG-
mic practices to avoid the Rod Rot 
disease :-

(1) Use of hoalthy seed material for 
plantins. 

(2) A voidance of ratoon crop. 

(3) Roguing and destruction of afree. 
ted shoots and clumps. 

(4) "Moist hot air treatment of seed-
cane before planting. 

(c) Precise estimates of losses due to 
Red Rot disease are Dot available. 
Depending upon the severity of the dise-
ase, losses may vary from area to area. 

[T, a"s/atloll) 

Setting up of pests aad diseale coatrol 
ceatres in Madhya Pradesh darl .. Seyeatb 

Plan 

480. SHRI K. N. PRADHAN : Wi]) 
the Minister or AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to ~tate : 

(a) the number of pests and diseases 
control ceI"tres proposed to be set up in 
Madhya Pradesh during the Seventh Five 
Y ear Plan; and 

(b) the number and locations of such 
centres proposed to be opened in Madbya 
Pradesh durins 1986-87 ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGR.ICUL. 
TURE AND COOPERATION (SHltl 
YOGENDRA MAKWANA): (a) and (b) 
Th~re is DO proposal to set up an), Central 
pest and disease control centres in Madbya 
Pradesh dur1Da the 7th Five Vear Plan. 
and tbe year 198~ .. 17. 




