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Pondicherry 

PopalatioD below poverty line 

2820. SHRI DHARAMVIR SINGH 
TY AG(: Wdl the Minisler of PLANN-
ING be pleased to state: 

<.> whether Government's attention 
has been drawn to tbe new s item in the 
'Times of India' dated 13 Julv, 1986 about 
a seminar held in New Delhi recently at 
which scbolars have challenged the vera-
city of tbe official figure of 37 percent of 
tbe population beiDa below the poverty 
line; and 

(b) if so, Government's reaction 
thereon? 

THE MINISTER 9F STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINI· 
STRY OF FOOD AND CIVIL SUPp· 
LIES (SHltI A. K PANJA) : (a> Yes. Sir. 

(b) The Seminar leferred to in Part 
'.' 01 tbe Question is the one entitled 
-JUabt to Work' organised by Citizens for 
Democracy, Hind Mazdoor Sabha and 
IOI'De other Or,anisations. The Times or 
Iactia, t.tew Delbi oAitioD dated 13th July. 
1916 reported in this r.rd as follows :-

3 

No prisons 

7 

--_ 
Total 795 

"G overnment data showed that 
only 37 percent 0' the population 
was below the poverty line. But, 
according to a study by Mr. 
Kansa), the figure was 45 per. 
cent. " 

In the Paper "A Note 00 the In-
cidence of Poverty and Consumption 
Inequality in India" by Dr. S. M. Kansal 
of the Indian Statistical Institute, New 
Delhi, the estimate of poverty at All India 
level for 1983 has been indicated as 40.9 
percent and not 45 percent as reported in 
the news item in the "Times of India" 
dated 13th July, 1986. The estimate of 
All India po\'erty ratio made by the 
Planning Commission for 1983-84 was 37.4 
percent. The difference in these two 
estimates is due to the difference in tbe 
methodology adopted. 

BaD OD orla81.-'1081 reeei,I •• foreJla 
fud. 

2821. SHltI P. NAMGYAL: Will 
the Minister of HOME AFPAIRS be 
pJeased to state : 

<a> whether GovemmeDt ba'it with-
drawn tbe perm_ioD from 36 orIlDi ... 
tlODS for receiviDi moaet&r1 coatJlbutioD' 




